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in SMALL ENGINE | 
Service and repair 


Start your own money 


In just a. short time, you can be ready 
to join one of the fastest growing indus- 
tries in America...an industry where 
qualified men are making from $10.00 to 
$15.00 per hour...and that’s just for labor. 


Parts, engines and accessories add eyen 
more to the profits. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not 
unusual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines 
are in use today, it’s easy to understand 
why qualified men command such high 
prices—as much as $17.50 for a simple 
tune-up that takes less than an hour! 


equipment with your course 
—and it's Yours to KEEP! 
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HORSEPOWER 
CLINTON ENGINE... 


YOURS TO 
KEEP! 4 


46-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right—there are over forty-six 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved Belsaw 
training, you can soon have the skill and 
knowledge to make top money servicing 
these engines. Homeowners and busi- 
nessmen will seek you out and pay you 
well to service and repair their lawn- 
mowers, tillers, edgers, power rakes, 


garden tractors, chain saws, mini-bikes, 
go-carts, snowmobiles, generators, snow- 
the list is al- 


blowers, paint sprayers... 
most endless. 


No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck, Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can't go wrong. 


for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


» BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly 


BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’. . .all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“T’ve had about 
8 years experi- 
ence repairing 


small engines... 
but repairs were 


only minor...un- 
til I started the 
Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this of- 
fer to find out how Belsaw training can 
give you the skills you need to increase 
your income in a high-profit, recession- 
proof business of your own. 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


BELSAW INSTITUTE OF 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
B5237 Field Bidg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will toriokes | 


aah sent, se557 FIELD BUILDING . 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 5 


| YES, please send me the FREE booklet that ™:, = 
gives full details about starting my own business in 


Small 


<0 


Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 


and that no salesman will call 


Work part time, full time 


Name__ — —— 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime Address_ ——— = = 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete _ 
details on our 10-Day 
_NO RISK Trial Offer! ii State___ = Zip- , 
: me eee 
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Lose 4-6 inches of bulging fat 


BEFORE we cash your check! 


Let the Shrink Wrap System reduce a 
@ combination of your waist and hips; NOW! 


Let Us Take the Risk 

Just fill out the coupon and postdate your 

check for 30 days from today! You'll pay 

nothing now (not for 30 days), but we will 
send your Shrink Wrap Systert’NOW! Try it. 

Use it. Watch inches disappear. If for any 

reason you are not delighted, send it back. 

We will return your check or money order, 

UNCASHED! Even if you send it back later, 

we'll still refund your purchase price. Over 

304,000 satisfied customers make us bold 

enough to make this super guarantee! 

Slim Down Scientifically 

Without Starving! 

That's right! 4-6 inches starting the very first 

day! Science has known about this principle 

for years. In fact, right now, professional 
and amateur athletes the world over are us- 
ing it in their training programs. And many 
famous entertainers who have to trim down 
fast rely on this method. Now, you can use it 
to melt inches off your waist, . . . your hips, 

. .. anywhere! 

Skin Diver's Discovery 

Many years ago, skin divers noticed that 

when they changed from their wet suit to 

street clothes, their pants were loose and 
their weight was many pounds less! A sci- 
entist found three reasons— 

1. Awet suit is worn snugly, resulting in an 
isometric effect that can actually add, 
tone to loose muscle tissue. Shrink Wrap 
is adjustable so you can put the isomet- 
ric effect to work for you immediately! 

2. Wet suit rubber provides insulation and 
retains body heat, so ey ‘burned calo- 
ties faster. And, they couldn't snack, so 


they burned off body fat. Shrink Wrap is 


Real People Lose Pounds and Inches! 


Here are the impressive stories (all 
sworn and notarized) of a few out- 
standing users. Everyone may not do 
as well, butif they can do this well, just 


Mr. Douglas Fink—Asheville, 
N.C 


“| lost 6 inches in 16 days! I've 
worn jt to work, playing softball, 
tennis, exercising, and just about 
anything | want to do. My weight 
dropped 13 pounds! | lost 4 inches 
from my waist alone!" 


takes it off. . . fast! It's working right now for now o 
thousands of satisfied buyers and it can work ely 
for you, if you order now! i 
think how many pounds and inches 9. Gye +} 
you will lose quickly with the Shrink 
Wrap System!™ 
A 


Mrs. Mildred C., Cable—Land 
O'Lakes, Fla. 

“| went from a size 20'/2 dress 
down to a 12! | tried every 
method. With Shrink Wrap, the ex- 
ercise program and a sensible 


made from this same rubber and you'll 
burn fat off your body faster by using it to 
modify eating patterns. 

3. Diving and swimming burn additional 
calories and amplified the heating ef- 
fect of the special rubber. Shrink Wrap’ 
comes with its own easy exercise 
program for you to shed unsightly 
inches even more rapidly. , 

Don’t Hold Fat In. . . Lose it! , / ; 

If you want to go eyen further, the : 

Shrink Wrap Systern’ will do it with 

you. Our special fastening system: 

allows Shrink Wrap to adjust to Pu 
new size as you shrink away. And 
your waistline, hips, and other prob- 
lem areas will continue to shrink 
when you use the Shrink Wrap 

Systert’lo-cal eating plans that won't = 

leave you hungry. There's something 

for every lifestyle. You can use it as often 

as you need it to keep those inches off. 

Not a Cheap Imitation 

Shrink Wrap’s’strong, quality construction 

has added benefits which give soothing, in- | 

vigorating support to tired, tense back mus- 
cles, while helping you trim away inches | 
easily and comfortably. Just one look at our | 
distinctive waistbelt and you know you're 
getting the rubber actually used by our as- 
tronauts for insulation in training. And, it's 
soft and washable too. 

Remember, plastics and elastics are 

merely aliney imitations. Girdles just 

squeeze it in. But the Shrink Wrap Systerii 
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PY Over 304,000 sold 
was $19.99 


198) (ho New Body Boutique dn 
235 W Havdand Lane Stamford, CT 06903 


eal 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!! 


% 
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BEFORE AFTER 
Ms. Loretta Dene Fair—Pontiac, ! (ake Ronkonkoma, N.Y. 11779 
Mich. ‘ Sirs: | have enclosed my check or m.o. Please | 
“My total inches lost were 341/2” off 1 Beg eile Sen ee vaeg mes tsamiias | 

j ips! |’ se tem. If for any reason | am not satisfied, I'll re- 

waist and hips! I've been over | turn it within 30 days for a prompt refund. no ! 
weight for as long as |can remem- Check here if you want us | 
ber. The Shrink Wrap System 


AFTER 


1m ! 
| Shrink Wrap System, Dept. BSN235 { 
| 122 Portion Road l 


{ questions asked! 


_.more real people —S""" ——__— 


Dr. J. Lee Briers—New Castle, 
Delaware 

“| lost 5" from my waist and 6” 
from my hips over a 12 day period. the Shrink Wrap System works!" 
My weight loss was 18 Ibs.” 


a hold your check or m.o, Uuncashed for 30 | 

diet, | lost 52 pounds! | lost 8 worked miracles! 181/2" off my * days. (N.Y. & Ct res, add sales tax.) 
inches from my waist and 11 waist, 16" off my hips, allin only 8 | Please give us your waist size: 1 
inches from my hips! Now, | tell all months. Shrink Wrap even helped | Men's Women's | 
my friends about the Shrink Wrap me to stop overeating and stop | | 
‘ snacking. | lost 124 pounds! 'ma 4 oat Galt Bese ! 
new woman!" | (Saves3)___Push2bertsatsi7.99 | 
Helena Smith—Vandalia, Mich. James Carlisle—Manager, Ka- | esis cals I 
“llost 5" off my waistand 5" offmy rate School of Champions, lineme ! 
hips! I'm amazed at,the way Wikensburg, Pa. { | 
: ‘ “My students used the Shrink Wrap] Address | 
Robert N. Nilsen—Mechanies-  Systert"and literally melted away | | 
burg, Pa. : inches from their waist and hips! ity | 
“| lost 9 pounds and 4 inches off | 
my waistin 2 weeks! It’s just unbe- I state Zip | 


lievable that it took so little time 
and effort!" 


Code 107 Canadian residents add 25% Send to 
1 23 Westmore Dr,, Suite 306, Rexdale, Ontario M9V3Y7 } 
_—— ee ae a ee I 


Member: U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
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Now, Even if You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN 3 5,140,145 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN-—a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method justa 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 


be upto 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no malter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that’s a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound. beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE'S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that’s it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
Start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
... aS thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


. a skinny, scrawny body is no asset 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you, 
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thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more.pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can't wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's So easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh . . . so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don't take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 
of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children. 


GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. * Box 2346, Carbondale, lil. 62901 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven't 
started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 
gain weight. don't keep it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 
money back immediately, 

no questions asked! 


VITAL NOTE 


A current issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 
recent government controlled 
study, This study, conducted 
over a 24 year period on 5,000 
underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
overweight, 


own home at our risk, Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start. Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don't feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt. , . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn't work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


T — — — MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY -—— 4 


GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. Dept. G531 

Box 2346, Carbondale, Ill. 62901 

Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that if | ami 
not satisfied, | may have my money back. no 
questions asked. 


C) One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 

[1 SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 

Ci SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 
Enclosed is $. 


| I 
I | 
| | 
! I 
i I 
| | 
| | 
I | 
I | 
~ cash, C1 check or © money order 
| NAME | 
] please print 4 
! | 
I | 
I ! 
! ! 
! | 


STATE ZIP 


La mew eS See ewe ee ee ee 


“NATURE BOY" RIC FIAIR 
STILL KING OF JHE MAT 


By S. C. Williams 


“My record speaks for itself!” 
says N.W.A. titleholder Ric 
Flair after some close calls 

with some tough opponents. 


8 WRESTLING WORLD 


O, Aug. 17, 1981, Ric Flair won the National Wres- 
tling Alliance’s version of the world heavyweight 
championship by defeating Dusty Rhodes. 

It was a bitter disappointment for the man who had 
come to be known as the American Dream, but it was 
the long-awaited pinnacle of success for the flam- 
boyant “Nature Boy” from Minneapolis. He had 
taken the $10,000 gold belt from the man who had 
ended the reign of Harley Race, one of the toughest 
competitors who ever steppedinside awrestling ring. 

It was diamond rings and Cadillacs for Ric Flair 
from that moment on. Never one to embrace an 
austere lifestyle, Ric really let it all hang out once he 


had the title in his trophy case. Nothing could 
possibly cost too much. He’d have run out of gas 
before he’d have stopped his limousine at a self-serve 
station. He’d have gone hungry before he’d have 
patronized a fast food emporium. ‘ 

“When | was just a kid,” Ric recalls, “Gene Kiniski 
was world heavyweight champion. That Polack was 
the stingiest (expletive deleted) who ever walked the 
face of the Earth. I’ll bet he’s still got the first dollar he 
ever made. He used to go economy class on the 
airlines when he was traveling from one major arena 
to another. He bought his suits at J.C. Penney’s, and 
he drank Falstaff beer out of deposit bottles. He 
drove a 1959 Chevrolet with 115,000 miles on it, and it 
was no restored antique, it was a junker! 


66 

Gene Kiniski was one of the toughest, meanest 
individuals who ever broke an opponent's leg, but he 
lacked class. | am just as tough as Gene Kiniski and 
tougher than all those who have come along 
since—and | have class! 

“Look at what the field has produced since the 
penurious Polack hung it up: First, we have Dory 
Funk, Jr., a great college athlete who could have 


Ric Flair is the second wrestling great known as..- 
“Nature Boy;” Buddy Rogers was the first. 
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become a college professor; his brother, Terry, a 
tough Texan who could have become a college 
dropout, and probably should have; Jack Brisco, 
another outstanding college athlete, but too much of 
a glamour boy for the pro ranks; Harley Race, a good 
barroom brawler but a little short on wrestling skill; 
and of course, Dusty Rhodes, the plumber’s pupil 
who made it big despite a dissipated lifestyle. 

“| would like to comment briefly on each of these 
individuals. | have already spoken eloquently about 
Kiniski, whose animal-like ferocity in the ring was ex- 
ceeded only by his banal bestiality in the area of 
human culture. Why couldn’t he have: been as suave 
and sophisticated as | am? Oh, of course, that’s 
foolishness—no one is! But at least he could have 
tried. 

“After Kiniski came Dory Funk, Jr. Anyone growing 
up with aname like that had to grow up tough. Whata 
little darling he was in his younger years, watering the 
horses on his father’s farm in Umbarger, Tex. He was 
the very picture of innocence, but foolish were they 
who were deceived by this outward appearance. He 
was a model student, but he was also the best foot- 
ball player they’d ever had at West Texas State 
University, and nobody could touch him: on the 
wrestling mat—nobody at that redneck school he at- 
tended, that is. 

“But Dory Funk, Jr. still rode horses to school and 
smelled like one by the time he got home. He actually 
pitched manure with a fork held in his own 
hands—manual labor! A great athlete does not per- 
form manual labor. When | was a boy, | was chauf- 
feured about in a limousine. | didn’t even suspect 
what manure smelled like! 


66 
Dar Funk, Jr. has precious little class, and his 

brother, Terry, has less than none. Terry did beat Jack 
Brisco, but that’s something | could do any day of the 
week. Terry got through school the same way the rest 
of that redneck gang did, on ajockstrap scholarship. | 
was a great college athlete, too, and! could have had 
my choice of dozens of scholarships, but! was alsoa 
brilliant student, and | didn’t attend some redneck 
school, either!”’ : 

Getting in a word edgewise after many unsuc- 
cessful attempts, we asked the world heavyweight 
champion why, since he grew up independently 
wealthy, he attended the University of Minnesota in- 
stead of some exclusive Ivy League college. 

“That's a fair question,” Ric acknowledged, 
“because state universities are for the masses, 
whereas the lvy League colleges are for the elite, 
such as myself. Please understand that | could have 
attended college wherever | chose; | had the financial 
means, and Ric Flair the athlete was in demand 
everywhere. But the University of Minnesota has 
graduated names like Verne Gagne, Bronco Nagur- 
ski, Bruce Smith, Ole Anderson, and other great 
sports figures. Gordon Solie, the dean of sports com- 
mentators, went to Minnesota about the same time 
Nagurski did. If one hopes to excel in the arena of pro- 
fessional sports competition, one cannot merely 
beat the sons of bankers, brokers, and Washington 
jokers, one must pit one’s athletic prowess against 
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Ric Flair turns the American Dream into a nightmare. 


Butch Reed, Mike Graham, and Chief Wahoo Mc- the masses! My record speaks for itself!” 


Daniel have their sights set on Flair and the gold belt. Earlier in our conversation, Ric Flair said 
something about an athlete doing manual labor. We - 


reminded him that men like Dusty Rhodes had grown 
up doing hard manual labor, and that this had helped 
prepare them for the demands of professional sports 
competition. 

“Dusty Rhodes was indeed a manual laborer,” 
Flair acknowledged, ‘‘and as far as |am concerned, 
he should still be one. Digging ditches for a plumber 
does build strong muscles, some of which manage to 
lodge between the ears, as is the case with Rhodes. 

“And since we're on the subject of Dusty Rhodes, 
let me say that there is one thing which | cannot 
tolerate, and that is a redneck. Dusty Rhodes is a 
typical redneck. He rides around in a pickup truck, 
listens to hillbilly music, drinks cheap beer and 
whiskey, and has absolutely no taste whatsoever in 
clothes. It is a disgrace that a man like that should 
ever be heavyweight champion of the world! 

“As for some of the other individuals we were 
discussing,” Flair continued, “let me say that Harley 
Race is avery tough individual. He once thwarted an 
armed robbery with his bare hands. He has come to 
be known as one of the meanest brawlers in the sport, 
however, | have put more men in the hospital than 
Harley Race ever has, and heis a good bit older than| 
am!” 


S intistios on hospitalized opponents not being 
available, we were unable to verify Ric’s claim, but we 
did ask him if he’d.care to comment on the fact that 
Flair put a price on the head of N.W.A. challenger : ee sada eh ieee Sane pea ge le 

Rechaaye SGD RSG following statement: “The first time! saw Ric Flair, he 
looked so cute that | didn’t know whether to hit him in 
the mouth or kiss him!”’ 

“Rogers said that?” Flair responded angrily. “He 
had the nerve to say something like that about me? 
Why, that old has-been! | used to think he had a little 
class, but | can see that he spent too much time 
around the kind of people I’ve been talking about and 
has acquired the redneck mentality in the process!” 

It seemed like a natural at this point to ask Flair if 
he now regretted having copied the “Nature Boy” 
handle from Rogers. 

“Who said | ever copied anything from Buddy 
Rogers or anyone else, for that matter?” Flair 
demanded. “The name ‘Nature Boy’ was given to me 
by my adoring fans—that select few among the 
public who appreciate a truly great champion. Don’t 
ever say that | copied anything from anybody!” 


Ric Flair has always taken pride in his rapport with 
the opposite sex. No interview with the world cham- 
pion would be complete without giving him achance 
to expound upon this, perhaps his favorite topic. 

“lve been accused of bragging,” Ric pointed out, 
“but it’s simply not true. Women find me irresistible. 
It’s not merely aclaim, itis a fact. Don’t take my word 
for it, just follow me anywhere | go and you'll see how 
true this is. 

“! recall when !wasin Tampa, Fla., one evening not 
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long ago. | was being chauffeured along North Dale 
Mabry on my way to the airport, and when we would 
stop for a traffic light, the women would rush to the 
windows and doors of my limousine and beg me to 
get out and spend a few moments with them. It hap- 
pens everywhere! go. Can! help itif women find meir- 
resistible? | mean, am | expected to enter a monas- 
tery or something so that these poor, wretched 
creatures won't throw themselves at me? | feel that 
the least | can dois give them the opportunity to vent 
their emotions, though it is only a fortunate few who 
are privileged to share my company, even for a few 
moments.” 

Ric went on and on about his appeal to the gentler 
gender, but it started getting a bit nauseating, so we 
tried changing the subject. We finally hit home when 
we asked Flair why he had put a$20,000 bounty on the 
head of a prospective challenger for the N.W.A. title. 

“You're talking, of course, about Butch Reed,” 
Flair responded. “| did what | had to do. It’s not that | 
was afraid of Reed, as many have implied, it was 
simply that | do not consider him a qualified 
challenger. A nuisance is what he is. The heavy- 
weight champion of the world does not condescend 
to do battle with every barroom brawler who comes 
along!” - ; 


An, but “Hacksaw” Butch Reed is no barroom 
brawler. Reed actually beat Flair in a non-title situa- 
tion, and Ric didn’t appreciate being reminded of this. 

“That’s what Reed would like to have people 
believe!” Ric shouted. ‘“‘And | guess that’s what you 
want everyone to think, or you wouldn’t have said it. 
Reed never beat me; he tore my clothes off while | 
was being interviewed, like the hoodlum he is, but he 
has never seen the day that he could beat me in a 
wrestling match. As a matter of fact, Reed:is not even 
a qualified, rated contender, and for that reason | 
have seen fit to fatten the purse of some bounty 
hunter in order to teach Reed a lesson, rather than to 
sully my own hands on this unworthy individual.” 

It was, of course, Butch Reed who revealed to the 
American public, in full view of the television cam- 
eras, that Ric Flair wears red underwear. It was part of 
the incident Flair mentioned, but Reed was provoked. 

Another challenger who has been bearing down 
heavily upon Ric Flair is Mike Graham. Mike is from 
Tampa, Fla., and has been wrestling professionally for 
10 years following more than a dozen years in amateur 
competition. He is the son of the legendary Eddie 
Graham and has one of the best win-loss records of 


re ees bee Se) ee ee ee, 


any wrestler in the game. Mike has to spot Flair about 
20 pounds, but has given the world champion some 
bad moments in the past. 

We asked Ric if Graham would have an opportunity 
to give him any more bad moments in the future. 


a 

Leen here,” Ric put in, his face reddening, “the 
only bad moments Mike Graham ever gave me was 
when | got to worrying about whether or not he was 
going to show up at an arena for a match! Graham 
never really wanted to get in the ring with me, but his 
old man and the people in his home state forced him 
into it. He’s just lucky he never got hurt the way a few 
of my other opponents got hurt. As far as |’m concern- 
ed, Mike Graham can try me any time he likes!” 

We. asked Ric if it were not true that Mike beat 
him—decisively—just before he (Flair) won the 
N.W.A. title. Flair’s response does not bear repeating, 
this being a family publication. 


Nor did Ric Flair wish to discuss the challenge of 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel. When we mentioned Dick 
Murdoch, the champion’s face paled perceptibly and 
we thought fora moment that he was going to be sick. 

About that time, Ric Flair’s chauffeured limousine 
pulled up and the world champion said he had to go. 
A big title defense was coming up, and he needed to 
get his beauty rest so as to be in top form. 

Ric Flair always wanted to be world heavyweight 
wrestling champion. Now that he is, he has nowhere 
to go but down, and you can bet that this reality 
gnaws at him continually. He lives high, he has plenty ° 
of money, and even if every woman who sees Ric 
doesn’t flip over him, he does have his following. 


But don’t envy Ric Flair. For all the material things 
he has, he still lives with the constant dread that his 
next title defense will be his last. One day, he knows, 
it will happen to him—the invincible Nature Boy— 
just as it has toall those who have gone before him. x 


Flair is an alumnus of the University of Minnesota, 


we following in the wake of greats like Verne Gagne, 


de Bronco Nagurski, and Ole Anderson. 


A.W.A. CHAMP 


By Lonnie Mars 


Nick Bockwinkel doesn’t hesitate 
to say who he thinks is the real 
champion. Bob Backlund and 

Ric Flair, are you listening? 


ans people call him ‘Tricky Nicky.” Others refer 
to him as “the thinking man’s wrestler.” 

Whichever description fits better, it points out the 
cool, calculated, intelligent approach which has 
allowed crafty Nick Bockwinkel to emerge as the 
owner of the American Wrestling Association 
(A.W.A.) heavyweight championship. 

Bockwinkel has the advantage of coming from a 
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NICK BOCK WINKEL 
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wrestling family. His father, Warren, was a noted pro 
grappler who also trained many top stars. “At the age 
of 12, | had the knowledge of a two- or three-year 
veteran,” Nick remembered. ‘“‘At the age of 16, my 
background was complete, equal to anyone else with 
six and seven years of experience. At the beginning 
of my career, | had it all.” 

Indeed, Bockwinkel has long been a major force in 


mat circles. Early in his career, he was called a 
“golden boy,” and his popularity was widespread. He 
formed an exciting tag team with Wilbur Snyder. 
But his style underwent some fundamental 
changes. Critics said he began using short cuts and 


ignoring the rulebook when that suited his purpose. 
Bockwinkel puts it another way. ‘Remember 
where nice guys finish. | am the exception. | have not 


X 


finished last—| am in first to stay. And | am a nice 
guy, maybe just a different kind of nice guy.” 

Truly one of the greatest moments for Bockwinkel 
came on Nov. 8, 1975, when he became the A.W.A. 
titleholder with a disputed victory over Verne Gagne 
in St. Paul, Minn. 

By that time, Bockwinkel had become allied with 
Bobby Heenan, the controversial manager who has 
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Bockwinkel delights in handing out punishment 
and (inset) has been known to break a few rules. 
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since formed a perfect partnership with Bockwinkel. 
Some fans and wrestlers claim that Heenan’s illegal 
interference helped Bockwinkel dethrone Gagne. 
Heenan denied it vehemently. “Bockwinkel is the 
champion because he is a supreme athlete and the 
number one wrestler in the world.” 


Al A.W.A. crown is a very valuable piece of mer- 
chandise. It dates back to 1957, when Lou Thesz was 
the owner of the National Wrestling Alliance (N.W.A.) 
prize. Gagne was then quite perturbed, thinking that 
Thesz was ducking him. 

On June 14, 1957, in Chicago, Thesz was defeated 
by Edouard Carpentier on a disqualification. There 
existed then, as now, the rule that a title could not 
change hands via disqualification. 

Still, Carpentier felt he deserved the title as the 
decision was very much in doubt. Three days later in 
Omaha Gagne pinned Carpentier in the center of the 
ring. 

Eventually, Thesz lost the N.W.A. title, passing the 
honor to Pat O’Connor by way of Dick Hutton. While 
all of this happened, Gagne never got an opportunity 
at the N.W.A. crown. So a group of prominent pro- 
moters from the northern U.S. and parts of Canada 
formed the A.W.A. and named Gagne their “World 
Champion.” 

To Gagne’s credit, he made the A.W.A. much more 
meaningful by taking on all comers. Although he was 
knocked off the throne, Verne always managed to 
regain control of the title until the arrogant 
Bockwinkel came onto the scene. 

Bockwinkel was in command until July 18, 1980, 
when Gagne used a sleeper hold to regain the A.W.A. 
belt in Chicago’s Comiskey Park. After that setback, 
Bockwinkel hounded Gagne continually until 
Verne’s retirement with the title. 

The A.W.A. originally planned to have some sort of 
tournament to find anew champion, but the logistics 
were simply overwhelming. So they ruled that 
Bockwinkel, as the acknowledged number one con- 
tender (and thanks to his five-year reign as the cham- 
pion), would receive the A.W.A. laurels. The edict also 
declared that he would be wise not to duck any wor- 
thy challengers. 

And Bockwinkel has lived up to the task. He has 
traveled all over the world, successfully risking the 
A.W.A. title against all comers and maintaining the 
champion’s stature. 


N aturally, Bockwinkel would love to have a 
showdown with N.W.A. king Ric Flair and World 
Wrestling Federation (W.W.F.) ruler Bob Backlund. 

“The problems are political, because everybody 
who promotes wants those matches in his backyard,” 
Bockwinkel noted. ‘But I’ll take on Flair or Backlund 
anytime. In fact, Backlund and | have tangled before 
and gone to'a one-hour draw. 

“Both are superb wrestlers. Backlund is a bit too 
cutesy for my taste, too much concerned with. the 
response of the fans. Flair has some of my cunning. 
Ina finish match with either one, though, | know that! 
would emerge on top.” 
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Dealing with the response of the spectators is 
something Bockwinkel has researched well. “Too 
many wrestlers hearthe crowd. They are tootied upin 
the glamour. It becomes an immense ego trip. 

“The crowd roars and a tremendous number of 
wrestlers do stupid things. They take chances, risk in- 
jury and a defeat just because a bunch of silly people 
are yelling,’ Bockwinkel said, shaking his head. “lam 
different. | Keep my cool at all times. The roar means 
nothing, because fans yell at purely innocuous stuff. 

“This adulation makes many wrestlers get wrap- 
ped up in themselves,” he added. “I study all this in 
every one of my opponents. That is where Bobby 
Heenan is so helpful, because with my hectic 
schedule it is easy to give less than adequate time to 
every possible foe. Heenan fills this gap for me.” 

Obviously, Bockwinkel wants no stone left un- 
turned. And that in turn has led to his reputation as a 
master psychologist in the ring. A perfect example 
was his response to the sleeper hold of Gagne. “I will 
contend until the day | die that Gagne’s sleeper was 
nothing but a strangle hold, an illegal grip that every 
referee should have broken up immediately,” griped 
Bockwinkel. 

Rather than pout about it, however, Bockwinkel did 
something. He made a special trip to Japan and 
studied with several masters of Oriental forms of 
combat and developed his own version of the sleeper 
hold. “And mine is legal, a true sleeper hold,” he 
gloated. 


is sleeper is just one weapon in the Bockwinkel 
arsenal. “No hold is my favorite,” Bockwinkel said. 
“Why limit myself to one or two holds? That would be 
like a carpenter using just a couple of tools to builda 
mansion. | am the master of all holds, and my favorite 
is the one that wins a match for me.” 

And Bockwinkel has proven over and over that he 


will do anything to come up with a triumph. The addi- © 


tion of Heenan at ringside is a prime factor, often 
distracting and aggravating a foe. Bockwinkel is 
such a fabulous opportunist that he needs only a 
_ minimal opening to strike like a cobra. 

Furthermore, many wonder what Heenan’s true 
motivation is in lining up talent like Ken Patera and 
others who are clearly capable of going after 
Bockwinkel’s A.W.A. title. Is it taking advantage of 
someone's greed to delay a shot at Bockwinkel? Is it 
getting closer to a star so that the one tiny weakness 
can be discovered more easily? 

Bockwinkel knows the rules backward and for- 
ward. He subscribes to the theory that he ‘‘uses the 
rulebook, never abuses it.” If there is any angle that 
will pay off, he will use it without the slightest hesita- 
tion: 


Tis is not to say that he cannot handle basic 
wrestling or the rough stuff. After all, Bockwinkel 
wrestled in high school and at the University of 
Oklahoma, where he also was a football star. : 

He has had more than his share of donnybrooks 


with the likes of Dick “the Bruiser,’’ Sheik Adnan El, 


Kaissey, and ‘The Crusher.” And he can trade holds 
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Nick uses his head when 
facing his toughest op- 
ponents. 


with Greg Gagne, Jim Brunzell, and Billy Robinson. 
So in all aspects, Bockwinkel does live up to his 
favorite nickname of “the lean, mean machine.” 
Perhaps because of this, many fans and wrestlers 
dislike his arrogance. He scoffs at that knock. 

“| am number one for a very basic reason. My ego 
does not guide me, | guide my ego. | never forget that 
my last opponent is always the toughest. No man is 
easy. The moment anyone, including myself, stops 
putting out 110 percent, he is in almost as much trou- 
ble as someone who gets tied up in his ego.” 


lndead, for six of the last seven years, Bockwinkel 
has strapped on a beautiful belt that says “World 
Heavyweight Champion.” Who has taken it away 
from him? The answer is a tribute to the man. 

“Three people helped me to the top—me, myself, 
and |,” he said, laughing. “I must admit, we did a 
marvelous job.” 

The brain is always ticking, looking for an edge. 
Combine that with unlimited physical skills and a 
desire that is never quenched. Whether he is “Tricky 
Nicky” or “the thinking man’s wrestler,’ Nick 
Bockwinkel has earned his place among wrestling’s 
elite. * 


“l am number one!” Bockwin- 
kel and his A.W.A. Champion- 
ship belt. 


| The “lean, mean machine” often finds himself the 
ti center of attraction. 
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Dusty looking for the lost N.W.A. 
belt. 


— AMERICAN DREAMS: 


NIGHTMARE 


QUEST 


By Jerry Prater 


Dusty Rhodes is dreaming of a pair of Funks, Harley 


The first time Dusty Rhodes call- 
ed himself the American Dream, 
the public didn’t buy it. Just who 
did this barroom-brawling Texas 
cowboy think he was, anyway? 
The American Dream, indeed! 
Dusty Rhodes started off his pro 
wrestling career in the company of 
a college buddy, Dick Murdoch. 
Together, they had earned a lot of 
penalties for the West Texas State 
University football team, but they 
had also stopped a lot of their op- 
ponent’s touchdown drives. If 
there were ever two people who 
tested the patience of college ad- 
ministrators looking to keep a pair 
of good football players eligible, 
they were Dusty and Dick. 
Rhodes and Murdoch came to 
be known as the Texas Outlaws, 
and like the bandit gangs of the 
early American West, it was share 
and share alike. If there was $10 
between them, each got five. If 
there were two beers, each had 
one. If there were two cases, of 
course, each had 24—the same 
evening. Never was there any left 


over. If there were 10 guys looking 
fortrouble in asaloon, Dusty whip- 
ped five and Dick whipped the 
other five. This they saw as the 
good life. Share and share alike. 

Then came a time when some- 
thing—specifically someone 
—came into their lives who 
wouldn’t be shared. They fell out 
over her and went their separate 
ways. They've long since forgotten 
that brief period of mutual hostility 
(although they’ve had a few falling- 
outs since), but they’ve never real- 
ly put the old tag-team effort back 
into high gear. 

“Me and Murdoch are a couple 
of individuals,’ Dusty explains. 
“Hey, when somebody gets on his 
case, he don’t mind callin’ on me, 
and | don’t mind callin’ on him. 
Sure, we done got into it between 
ourselves a few times, but in a 
dead jack the Texas Outlaws are 
still alive and well. We just got our 
Own separate directions to go in, if 
you know what | mean.” 

In Dusty’s case, one of those 
“separate directions” was a long, 


Race, and his long-lost N.W.A. belt. 


hard struggle which eventually led 
to the National Wrestling Alliance 
heavyweight championship. It 
came to the American Dream 
twice, but never for very long. The 
first time, Dusty held the title for 
only five days before losing it to 
Harley Race. The second time, it 
lasted two months. Dusty had pro- 
ven that he could win the big one, 
but keeping it seemed to be more 
of a problem. 


W. asked former world 
heavyweight king Pat O’Connor, a 
great champion and a great scien- 
tific wrestler, if he’d care to com- 
ment on the fact that Rhodes had 
experienced such difficulty, notin 
winning the N.W.A. crown, but in 
hanging onto it. 

“Dusty’s problem is that he’s 
not a defensive wrestler,” Pat told 
us. “He knows how, but he doesn’t 
apply what he knows in a tight 
situation when he really needs to. 
He’s totally aggressive, which is 
perhaps all right when you’re the 
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challenger, but when you hold ati- 
tle you need a different strategy. 

“You see, Dusty has held just 
about every local and regional 
championship that’s been offered 
wherever he’s wrestled, and he’s 
held some of them several times. 
But he never keeps one for very 
long. That’s because he goes into 
every match as though he were the 
challenger, even if he wears the 
belt into the ring. He won’t cop out 
with a defensive approach the way 
alot of other champions do. Being 
the American Dream means more 
to him than any belt—even the 
world title. 


“| feel that | was never one to go 
for the ropes when | got in a tight 
spot, but | would doggone sure 
make an opponent struggle and 
sweat to get aholdon me. Some of 
the‘younger fellows don’t under- 
stand this, but it’s what makes the 
difference between winning atitle 
and keeping it.” 

Pat O’Connor makes a lot of 
sense. A great many of today’s ge- 
neration of professional athletes 
seem reluctant to expect the worst 
the next time the bell rings or the 
whistle blows. The last victory is 
reason enough to expect another. 
The bitter reality of defeat is 
always somewhere on the horizon. 


sey Rhodes is a man who 
lives for the moment. That mo- 
ment came on June 21, 1981, when 
Big Dust won the N.W.A. cham- 
pionship from Harley Race. It was 
the second time ,Rhodes had 
beaten Race for the big one, but 
Harley had managed to get it back 
the first time. ; 

“It was a lot worse, ya under- 
stand, than if | hadn’t never won 
the title at all—l’m talkin’ about 
the time Race got it back in five 
days,” Dusty said. “| got some- 
body named Funk to thank for that 
situation, and even though a lot 
has happened since then, | ain’t 
forgot!” 

Both Dory Funk, Jr. and his 
brother, Terry, have held the 
N.W.A. title: They likewise share 
the dubious distinction of having 
lost that championship to Race. 
How either of the Funks could “do 
business” with Race in an effort to 
help him regain the title is some- 
thing we couldn’t understand. We 
asked Rhodes to explain. 


22 WRESTLING WORLD 


After modeling their new threads, 
Dusty and Ric Flair get down to 
business. 


“That’s one that | won’t try to 
hang on Harley Race,’ Dusty 
asserted. ‘He is one bad dude, but 
he is a man. He will fight his own 
battles. | don’t know if the Funks 
would do business with him or not, 
but | suspect Harley Race prob- 
ably wouldn’t do business with 
that pair of chickens! Terry Funk 
got to me because he hates my 
guts. Harley Race saw the situa- 
tion and took advantage of it to get 
the title back.” 


Dusty was asked why there’s 
the intense rivalry between him 
and the Funks, since they all come 
from Texas and they all attended 
the same college. 

“Ya gotta understand,’ Dusty 
explained, “that | grew up on the 
wrong side of the tracks. When | 
went to college, | couldn’t write 
home and get acheck for acouple 
hundred in the mail a few days 
later. If | wrote home, it was usual- 
ly to send money. | didn’t envy 


them boys whose families owned 
big ranches in West Texas, | just 
thanked the Good Lord for the op- 
portunity to get an education. A lot 
of those boys with the money sort 
of resented a plumber’s son 
beatin’ them out for a position on 
the football team, though.” 


Day Funk, Jr. had told us that 
Rhodes angered him because of 
the “disgraceful manner’ in which 


Dusty allegedly conducted him- 
self while attending Dory’s alma 
mater. Dusty jumped on that one 
like a dog on a bone. 

“Listen heah,” he said, “all this 
stuff you been hearin’ about what 
a model young man Dory Funk, Jr. 
was supposed to be—all | got to 
say about that is, it is the biggest 
whitewash job since Tom Sawyer 
got his little buddies to paint his 
fence for him! But it’s good public 
relations. He’s got everybody be- 


lievin’ it—even people who don’t 
like him, and there are plenty of 
them! 

“But | know a little more about 
what used to go on than you might 
think. Big Dust always listens to 
the people, ya understand. People 
like the old black gentleman who 
used to sweep up around West 
Texas State, and he told me how 
near about every morning, he’d 
sweep up Dory Funk, Jr. and get 
him out of sight before the dean 
caught him crapped out inthe hall. 
If Dory Funk, Sr. hadn’t laid some 
big donations on the school every 
time his pride and joy got his butt 
in acrack, Dory Funk, Jr. wouldn't 
have been around long enough to 
find out what it was like to be a 
sophomore! 

“Now, | will admit that | showed 
my backside a time or two when | 
was goin’ to school, but the way | 
looked at that, it was all part of 
growin’ up. And nobody was there 
to bail me out; if | got in trouble, | 
had to take the consequences. 

“If Dory Funk, Jr. wants to run 
his mouth about somebody who 
was worse than he was in school, 
he might think about startin’ with 
his own brother, Terry. |don’t know 
how old man Funk got both of 
them boys through school without 
havin’ to sell his ranch! Me and 
Dick Murdoch was worse than just 
about anybody, but nobody ever 
got away with as much (natural fer- 
tilizer) as the Funks!” 


Dey Rhodes wrestles all over 
the world, but Florida has been the 
scene of some of the Dream’s 
most spectacular successes, and 
a few of his greatest disappoint- 
ments. He first won the N.W.A. ti- 
tle there. And lost it a few days 
later. On several occasions, he 
has held the Florida heavyweight 
championship, one of the most 
respected state titles in the game. 
As amatter of fact, he held it when 
he beat Harley Race the first time, 
then relinquished it on the basis of 
having won a more important title. 
About a yearlaterhe againgave up 
the Florida belt, this time in an- 
ticipation of a rematch with Race 
for the world title, which turned out 
to be an unsuccessful challenge 
on Dusty’s part. 

Despite some serious setbacks, 
Rhodes considers Florida to be 
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“lucky” in terms of the overall pic- 
ture. He has recently returned in 
hot pursuit of the current N.W.A. ti- 
tle holder, Ric Flair. 

“! will follow Ric Flair to Tim- 
buktu if that’s what it takes,” says 
Dusty, “but Flair has got kind of to 
where he thinks | ain’t gonna show 
up much in Florida, and so he can 
go there and not run into the 
Dream. Somebody told him -that 
the people don’t like me no more.” 


Nard were rumors that Dusty 
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had “peaked” when he held the 
N.W.A. crown last summer. He 
was invited to comment. 

“The only time | ever peeked,” 
he said, ‘“was when | was little kid 
and | peeked in the window of the 
house up the street where this 
19-year-old gal lived. My daddy 
caught me and tore my butt up 
somethin’ fierce, and | ain’t never 
peeked since. 

“As far as my people in Florida 
are concerned, they love me. And | 
love them. They know that | can 
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Always aggressive, Dusty checks out the flip side. 


win the world title, and they know 
that if | can win it from a bad dude 
like Harley Race, it’s only gonna 
be a matter of time until | get it 
away from a fancy dude like Ric 
Flair!” 

What about O’Connor’s com- 
ment that Rhodes didn’t fully 
utilize the opportunity to wrestle 
defensively when defending a 
title? 

“Pat O’Connor, one of the all- 
time greats!” Dusty acknowl- 
edged. ‘“‘Couldn’t hardly nobody 
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get a hold on Pat O’Connor before 
he got 14, 15 holds on them. | used 
to watch Pat O’ConnoronTV when 
| was a kid. Every time he beat 
somebody, he used a different 
hold. | knowed he had class. Pat 
O’Connor did it as good as the 
best and better than the rest, but 
all | can tell him is what | been 
tellin’ the people—my people— 
right along: | got to do it my own 
way. If that gets me my butt kick- 
ed, that’s my problem. If it gets me 
to be champion again, the title 
belongs to the people, just like it 
did when | was champion before. 
Can’t nobody squawk about a deal 
like that, can they?” 


Dusty Rhodes didn’t get to be 
called the American Dream by at- 
taching the term to himself while 
he was still a brash young Texas 
ruffian. The name stuck because 
this son of poor, hard-working 
parents grew up believing in the 
work ethic. He got nothing on a 
platter except collards and beans, 
and then the platter came from the 
five-and-dime. Silver platters and 
whatever is traditionally served up 
on them were for the chosen few, 
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and Dusty came to us from, as he 
puts it, “the wrong side of the 
tracks.” He grew up tough, work- 
ing after school digging ditches 
for his father, who was a plumber 
back in the days when plumbers 
still made house calls. Being a 
natural athlete enabled him to go 
to college, and eventually he was 
even offered a pro football con- 
tract, but he had come to love 
wrestling because of the one-on- 
one competition and the chance 
to communicate personally with 
the fans. 


I; could only happen in America. 
The kid with no pedigree, but with 
lots of guts and ambition, the kid 
who didn’t always play by the 
rules, but who always gave 
everything his best effort—that 
kid grew up to be a man who 
epitomizes the kind of success 
story this country is famous for. 
So, next time you see the 
American flag or hear the national 
anthem played, stand a little 
straighter, knowing that, as Dusty 
Rhodes has proven, the American 
Dreamisstillverymuchalive. * 
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By Jack O’Shea 


With the Grand Wizard at his side, Cowboy Bob Orton is 
following the yellow brick trail to the 


nderrated is a perfect word to describe Cowboy 

Bob Orton. Although he has been a success 
throughout his career, the Cowboy has always had a 
difficult time trying to secure championship bouts in 
areas where he has appeared. The Grand Wizard felt 
that with his astute knowledge of contracts he would 
be able to get Orton atitle bout in the World Wrestling 
Federation (W.W.F.). But once Orton arrived in the 
East, even the Grand Wizard was having a difficult 
time trying to arrange a championship match. In fact, 
even after wrestling in the W.W.F. for four months, 
the Cowboy was no closer to getting a title shot than 
he was when he wrestled in Tennessee. “l just don’t 
understand it,” the Grand Wizard lamented. ‘Bob Or- 
ton is the most learned wrestler in the sport. He’s 
been wrestling since he was nine years old and 
knows the sport inside out. He learned the sport ata 
young age from his father, the Big O. If anyone is 
ready to whip Bob Backlund, it’s got to be Bob 
Orton.” 

Although the Wizard continued to sing the praises 
of his protege, he was still having trouble organizing 
matches for Orton against top Eastern opponents. 
Finally, the duo went on television to tell the world the 
story. “Bob Backlund is afraid to face me,” Orton pro- 
claimed. “I’ve beaten every man in the W.W.F., and 
yet we donot have atitle match!” As Orton continued 
to belittle Backlund, the champ came on TV to every- 
one’s surprise and answered the challenge personal- 
ly. But as soon as Backlund came into view, the 
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.W.F. title. 


Cowboy attacked him and in the process tore the 
shirt right off his back. Afterwards, an enraged Back- 
lund agreed to give Orton a championship match. 
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Fests is what we have been waiting for,” the 
Grand Wizard stated. “We had to embarrass the 
champion before we could get a title match. Bob 
Backlund will be sorry that he ever consented to face 
the great Cowboy. Never before has Bob Backlund 
faced aman quite like the Cowboy. Bob Orton was lit- 
erally born in a wrestling ring. His father, Bob Orton, 
Sr., saw to it that his son learned from the best and he 
has traveled the world picking up pointers and advice 
from champions all around the globe. From Buddy 
Rogers he learned the figure four. From watching 
Eduardo Carpentier he learned aerial maneuvers. 
Johnny Valentine taught him the atomic skull crush- 
er. Even Mark Lewin and Don Curtis taught him the 
sleeper hold. Not too many other wrestlers have had 
this opportunity to be schooled by the best! Besides 
this knowledge, which he learned at a young age, Bob 
Orton also has his own pet holds and maneuvers and 
there is one in particular which is simply devastating! 
We call it the super flex, simply because it’s a varia- 
tion of the suplex but much more devastating. With 
knowledge like this, how can Bob Orton fail to win the 
W.W.F. title?” 

Cowboy Bob Orton has already held his fair share 
of titles, including the U.S. tag team belt with Dick 


The Wizard and the Cow- 
boy take a curtain call on 
the trail to greatness. 
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Cowboy Bob is lifting his career and 
_ Tony Garea to new heights. 


The Cowboy locks horns with Pedro Morales. 
Remember the Alamo? 


Slater, the Florida tag team title with Bob Roop, the 
U.S. Junior heavyweight championship, and the Flor- 
ida heavyweight and Southeastern heavyweight 
honors. But to get into position to challenge for these 
laurels, the Cowboy had to work, and work hard. 
“Nothing has come easy for me,” Orton stated. “And 
| like it that way. I’ve always had to prove myself and | 
guess onecan say that my success has come from all 
my own doing. But, I’m not finished yet. | want the 
W.W.F. title and | will get it!” 


nthe beginning of his career Bob Orton was a fan fa- 

vorite. He wrestled by the book until he learned a valu- 
able lesson. “I! used to hear the cheers all the time,” 
he recalled. ‘| wrestled scientifically and abided by 
the rules. Then one day in a match, | performed a 
beautiful sit out and a stand up escape. | switched my 
opponent and he then kicked me in the teeth, knock> 
ing out two of them. | figured right then and there that 
it didn’t pay to be a nice guy. I’min this for the money 
and you got to take your opponent to get that money. 
If you can kick someone in the face and easily cover 
him for 1-2-3, why not! This is now my philosophy.” 
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Rick M¢Graw is feeling his oats and the heat of a 
=erfampaging Cowboy Bob. 
ag 


A hapless Tony Garea prepares to meet his fate: a flying Cowboy. 


When watching Bob Orton in the ring, itis obvious 
that the man possesses tremendous wrestling 
knowledge and savvy. At times he goes strictly by the 
numbers, but when he turns to his villainous tactics, 
he is simply awesome. No one to date has been able 
to defeat the Cowboy, and Backlund will definitely 
have to fight to the hilt if he is going to corral him. 
“| honestly don’t feel that Bob Backlund will stand 
achance against me,” Orton recently stated after his 
match in Madison Square Garden against Pedro 
Morales. “But don’t get the wrong idea. Bob Back- 
lund is good. He knows his sport, but | feel that! ama 
little better. | Know as many holds, as many moves as 
Backlund, but | also possess the killer instinct. It’s 
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Morales rides the Cowboy to defeat. 


that killer instinct that will enable me to defeat the so- 
called champion. You saw what | did to Pedro Mor- 
ales, the other champion around here. | embarrassed 
him with my wrestling techniques and | upset him 
with my killer instinct. Finally, he couldn’t take any 
more so he pushed the referee around. What a cow- 
ard! Let me have him again and | will defeat him for 
that two bit Intercontinental title. But, the one | really 
want is the W.W.F. title. Actually, | think it may be for- 
tunate that | had to wait so long for my crack at the ti- 
tle. Right now Bob Backlund is a battered and beaten 
man. He’s worn out and tired from all the physical 
abuse that Jimmy Snuka put him through. For this 
reason it’s going to be even easier to defeat him now. 
’ve been a battler all my life, and now |’m ready forthe 
biggest battle of my life. Soon the W.W.F. title will be 
mine!” * 


30 WRESTLING WORLD 


“Hook ’em Horns,” as they say down 
in Texas, and Cowboy Bob agrees as 
he raises ’em high. 
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TITO SANTANA 


NO MORE 
MR. NICE GUY — 


By Allan Bolte 


Known to be “‘too easy” on his opponents, 
Tito Santana changed his tune in an 
exciting match with Nick Bockwinkel. 


Pq scsiilecs of the stormy winds and rain, 
thousands of sports fans had turned out to see what 
was billed as “the battle of the century.” After weeks 
of advance publicity, handsome, young Tito Santana 
was to meet wild and sadistic Nick Bockwinkel ina 
one-fall, one-hour time limit match. 

Two weeks prior to the fight Bockwinkel had pro- 
mised on television that he would not only either pin 
or force Santana to submit within 10 minutes, but that 
he would also injure the athlete so severely that he 
would be unable to wrestle again. But the scare tactic 
didn’t work. Santana proudly answered that he was 
prepared to meet Bockwinkel face to face, and that 
action speaks louder than words. Santana was being 
cool, calm, and collected. 


And, there was no doubt that his host of admirers 
would be behind him all the way. After all, Santanais 
one of the most popular wrestlers currently flying in 
and out of the West Coast; he wants to keep himself 
and his fans happy. 

It was Santana who entered the ring first. The 
crowd went wild with applause as he climbed 
through the ropes, waved to the huge crowd, and 
began signing autographs for ringsiders. Moments 
later the sullen Bockwinkel stomped into the ring, 
spat at a group of front row spectators and stared at 
the crowd as they booed and called him names. 


Pee ge to Santana, caring about his fans and 
being kind and considerate have cost him some in- 


Tito Santana still has Ken Patera 
to kick around, among others, as 
he stomps his way to the top. 
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Though he’s anything but easy 
on his foes, Santana makes it 
look simple against a baffled Ken 
Patera. 


juries and mistakes. That night was no exception as 
Bockwinkel crept up behind Santana as he was sign- 
ing an autograph, kicked him in the back, and threw 
him through the ropes onto the arena floor. 

After the introductions were made and entrance 
jackets were removed, the bell rang and an enraged, 
humiliated Santana leaped at his tormentor, only to 
run into a boot to his midsection. Bockwinkel then 
put the boots to the younger, less experienced grap- 
pler, causing the referee to warn him about breaking 
the rules. 

As Bockwinkel held Santana in a side headlock 
with his right arm, he reached around with his left and 
began choking him, hiding the illegal move from the 
referee. Finally Santana fell to the mat gasping for air 
and the fans screamed for him to fight back. 

Bockwinkel then pinned Santana and continued 
choking him, hiding the move again. Obviously, San- 
tana had enough. 

He kicked out from under Bockwinkel with both 
feet, and escaped the hold. When Bockwinkel came 
at him, Santana threw a falling arm drag and wound 
up on top to the delight of the fans. He choked, 
gouged, hit, and kneed his opponent until the referee 
pulled him off. 
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Action resumed until Bockwinkel missed a flying 
dropkick that sent him sailing through the ropes onto 
agroup of fans sitting near the ring. Santana went out 
after him and the two began fighting outside of the 
ring, providing plenty of action for the crowd. 
Bockwinkel grabbed a steel ringside chair but before 
he could clobber Tito with it, he tripped on a 
microphone cord and hit the floor. Santana was on 
top of him, punching and kicking. Suddenly the bell 
rang and the referee informed both wrestlers that 
they had been counted out of the ring. Neither 
wrestler had managed to reenter the ring to beat the 
10 count, so the match was over, a draw. 

But that didn’t stop the two combatants. They con- 


~ tinued fighting until the referee and, finally, a few 


wrestlers watching from their dressing rooms, 
jumped into the ring and separated the two. Obvious- 
ly, there is no love lost between them and Santana 
feels the rivalry isn’t over. 

“He wrestles like an animal. In fact, he doesn’t 
wrestle like an athlete, he fights like a dog,” Santana 
said in his dressing room, wiping acut above his eye. 
“You see this cut?” he asked. ‘“Bockwinkel bit my 
skin and that drew blood. That shows what kind of a 
guy heis. It wasn’t 10 minutes ago that he would have 


tried killing me if he thought he could get away with 
it.” 

Santana, however, has built a reputation as being 
“Mr. Nice Guy.” He prefers following the rules and be- 
ing a good sport about things. He’s known 
throughout the mat world as a “‘scientific wrestler,” 
one who is loved by the fans and admired and 
respected by his colleagues. He’s not known for be- 
ing a sadistic rule-breaker who will do anything 
within his power to win a match. And, he admits that 
this attitude can be his downfall. 
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| know that sometimes I’m too easy on op- 
ponents,” Santana said. “Guys like Bockwinkel, Ken 
Patera, The Sheik, Bobby Heenan, The Alaskan, all 
these guys are like animals and they enjoy hurting 
someone who doesn’t think like they do. 

“So, when they're wrestling someone ‘on the other 
side,’ shall we say, like me or Dino Bravo, Pat Patter- 
son, Dean Ho, or Jim Brunzell, al! they think of is in- 
flicting pain and sending someone to the hospital. 
That’s not right. 

“Bockwinkel’s tough, | admit,” he said. ‘‘He’s been 
around the wrestling game for many years and he has 


The match ended in a bitter draw, 
but Tito let Nick Bockwinkel 
know that he’ll continue to apply 
pressure on the title. 


defeated lots of capable challengers. But | sincerely 
believe that | could easily take him in a good, clean, 
scientific match. But, he never wrestles like that. 

“Bockwinkel issued a challenge against me with 
no rules, anything goes. Well, that’s all right withme. | 
know how to break rules, too. | can swing chairs, 
brass knuckles, and get away with it, too. And!’ll doit 
if that’s what I’m up against. But it’s really not my 
style.” 


Snes 28, has been wrestling for seven years as 
a pro. Prior to that he had athletic experience with 
wrestling, football, and boxing throughout high 
school and college. 

‘| passed all of my courses,” Tito recalled with a 
smile. “! learned a lot and did well. But, my favorite 
part of school was participating in sports. Without 
bragging, | was always a bit bigger, abit stronger, and 
a bit better than the next guy. So all of the coaches | 
wanted me to play for them. | started out with football 
because of my size, and my animalistic ways. Then | 
discovered wrestling and fell in love with it, because 
of the individualized competition. | like having it one 
man against one man. 
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Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


THE MAGtt POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 


Whatever it is you need or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discover how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 


to-follow instructions! 


Yes ... . Witchcraft! Every time you hear 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
deep occult secrets—secrets that you would 
like to know so that your life can be better; 
so that your enemies will stop bothering 
you; so that serenity, love, power and com- 
fort can be yours! 


THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT lays bare these 
secrets for the first time! Do you want a bank account bursting at 
the seams with money? A love life that would make a sultan en- 
vious? Supreme power to crush your enemies and reward your 
friends? What would it be worth to you to utter # simple incanta- 
tion that would cause any pain to vanish? Or say another, and im- 
mediately recover some lost object? 


What would it be worth to you to fly through time and space, on 
astral wings, as Witches do... go wherever you wish. . . do what- 
ever you wish. .. without being detected . .. watch the antics of 
others behind closed doors .. . hear private conversations... make 
time run forward or backward . .. read tomorrow's newspaper in 
a “black mirror” . . . find out what really happened in history. . . 
make your face old or young at will! 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witcheraft can bring your heart's desire] You can use it to heal 
someone, influence the boss to give you that raise, or make some- 
one stop bothering you! It's easy! The easiest thing in the world! 
You don't have to be wealthy or super-intelligent to get started! 
Thousands of ordinary people all over the world are using Witch- 
craft Power right now! 

Witches have known for centuries that people are scared of them 
and their powers! And rightly so! NOW YOU CAN SHARE THE 
SAME WER that gives you—literally—life and death control 
over other persons! Is someone bothering you? No problem at all, 
with Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a speil called the 
“Cross Not My Path" ritual, for people who are having neighbor 
trouble, When you use it, you know you will never again have 
trouble with this neighbor! 

With these amazing Witchcraft secrets, other people will look up 
to you—in awe—you'll automatically dazzle others with your power 
to make things happen at your will, you'll be Master of your des- 
tiny, and never have fo apologize to anyone for anything! 

Whatever you want or need, whatever frustration is bothering 
you, Witchcraft will help you. It is not evil—nor is it Black Magic, 
Like electricity, it is simply a power given by nature for the use of 
men, to make life easier. 

You'll see how to get paid without working . . . how to get ex- 
pensive clothes and furs FREE. .. how to get a first-class plane 
seat FREE . . . how to vacation at the finest hotels, motels, pools 
and pleasure palaces, start living like a millionaire as Witches do! 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


Witchcraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any- 
thing else in the world! Here's how others have used them to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS, 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witchcraft secrets were hushed up, so 
that those in power could stay in power! Feudal lords kept 
their bondsmen as slaves. Factory owners kept their em- 
ployees in dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
not labor their lives away. Witchcraft was suppressed be- 
cause it works! Not because of any “evil” in it. If it hadn't 
worked, no one would have worried about it. If you want to 
gain power, all you need is this amazing Witch Book! 

By using these Witchcraft secrets, you too can change 
your life and gain health, wealth, someone to love—or any- 
thing else—surely, swiftly and automatically! 
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world of the unknown, Making your own personal Black many things. Oné man uses it to read tomorrow's newspaper. You e | | 
Mirror takes only a few moments and can open the way to can use it to check the stock market or that important horse race! | cry | 
poe ie visions. All you need is a bowl of water, some ° MAKE TIME RUN BACKWARD OR FORWARD!—A 
ink, and the chant on page 23. Suddenly you will see scenes | rapes oe | 
from other places and times, or any scene you wish (o sce! PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD. l | 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER... 


* How to Cast Spells that Really Work! 

*® Your Magic Window on the World! 

* Personal Protection! 

® Telepathy Made Easy! 

* influencing Others to Do Your Bidding! 
® Controlling a Conversation! 

* The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 

* Using Witchcraft to Find Friends! 

* How to Find the Lover You Want! 

* How to Bring Your Perfect Mate to You! 
* How to Dominate Others! 

* Witchcraft Power for Money! 

© Withcraft Power to Make You Irresistible to Others! 
* Spells for Finding Lost Objects! 

© How to Always Win with Luck Spells! 

® More Power for Bigger Goals! 

® inhaling Cosmic Energy! 

® Recharging Your Cosmic Batteries! 

® Raising Your Vital Energy Level! 

* How to Keep Evil Forces Away! 


miracles happen in their daily lives! 

You'll see how Vern, a man who likes to give a lot of expensive 
partics, was ee of cash until he discovered the amazing 
WITCH'S MON JAR=now all he has to do is dip in, for it 
brings him an endless flow of cash! Evelyn, a waitress, was always 
lending money to friends, and was always broke. Finally, she placed 
her last dollar on the table, and worked the MONEY MAGNET 
SPELL over it All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
money from her, rushed to pay her back! 

Hank was perpetually broke. One night he got together with 
some friends, and they decided to cast the MONEY SPELL The 
very next day, Hank received in the mail a check for some $250 
worth of insurance. (He had never heard of the company that sent 
the check, he was not insured with them, and had never even made 
a claim—but he accepted the money.) Another member of the 
group that used the spell, a 40-year-old secretary, received an auto- 
mobile as a gift! All the other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money, as well! You'll see how Dexter, a retiree, 
lives RENT FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
a secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll see how Claudine, a 
secretary, was able to wear the finest, most expensive furs—-FREE— 
and spend weekends at an expensive ski Jodge in the mountains, 
where she met a wonderful man! How Ruth L., a widow=with noth- 
ing but a small pension, and a little: savings—received her dream 
house, by using a simple S-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 

Using the same Witchcraff secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from money Worrti¢s for the rest of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES D0! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome illnesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your atten- 
tion? Or perhaps it is even a pet that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say authors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost: “In our experience . . - we have not 
found a single incurable disease!" 

* ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Andy M. developed 
gallstones. When his illness became (oo troublesome to ignore, he 
went to a doctor. Urine tests revealed that he was chronically alka- 
line, His body was badly out of balance. Using this Witchcraft 
method to restore balance to the mind and body—in a short while, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yvonne Frost, almost all illness 
can be prevented, You are actually employing an ancient Witch- 
craft method to remove diseased ussue] Even if you do not have 
any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

One woman, who iad been in a wheelchair for 26 years, due to 
polio and arthritis, used the Witchcraft healing method, and re- 
ported that she had no pain and could walk and garden again! A 
man reported that his son's deep 3rd degree burns miraculously 
healed overnight! 

* SO SIMPLE A CHILD USES IT!—A 4-year-old girl asked if 
she could try to heal a man who was limping—due to a torn liga- 
ment—with this simple Witchcraft healing method. In a matter of 
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GAVIN FROST, B.Sc., Pb.D., D.D., is Archbishop of the 
Church of Wicca, New Bern, North Carolina with national 
headquarters in Salem, Missouri, branches in seyeral states 
and worldwide membership. He is Marshal of the Gold Star 
of Enyand, with the right to wear the Saffron Robe and 
one of the very few Witches in the Western Hemisphere 
privileged to wear the authentic mark of inidation on his 
wrist. Although descended from a [ong line of mystics and 
scholars, and formerly a Vice-President and Director of 
International Operations for major aerospace companies, he 
prefers to be thought of as a humble teacher. 

Mrs. YVONNE FROST, A.A., D.D., with her husband 
Gavin Frost, devotes her time to giving private instruction 
and publishing Survival, the newsletter of the Church of 
Wicca, of which she is a Bishop. 

Articles by or about Gavin and Yvonne Frost have ap- 
Rae in such national publications as Midnight and the 

‘ational Enquirer. 


FREE .. - The Witches Protection Amulet 
For Just Examining The Witch Book .. . rsa 


When you receive your copy of THE 
MAGIC POWER OF WITCH- 


CRAFT, we will send you the witches 
protection pentagon medallion (See p. 
26) that will protect you from evil. 
Whether you keep the book or not, this 
handsome, powerful amulet is yours as 
a gift. So send in this no-risk coupon 
right now! 


¥% inch dia. 


Witch uses ancient methods to make time stand still or to mun it 
backward or forward! To make your face look young or old at 
will, all you need is some morning dew, and the instnictions-on 
page 27. You can fly through time and space, on astral wings, go 
anywhere, do anything, with the simple method on page 126. You 
can visit a friend, look in on an acquaintance and see what he is 
doing—even appear in someone's dreams, and conyince that person 
to do whatever you wish! 

® SECRETS OF SILENT PERSUASION!—There is a mogi 
handshake that Witches often use, revealed on page 62. With this 
Secret, you can implant a thought in someone's mind! You can use 
this Witchcraft power to dominate others! Control your boss! Make 
someone love you! Leave your enemies groveling in the dust! There 
is even a gazing technique Witches use on page 45, for identical 
thoughts, With this secret, you can read your friend's mind and 
share his or her identical thoughts! 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NO-RISK COPY! 


Witchcraft can make you rich, even in a ghetto! You should 
never haye to worry aboul the rent, or where the next dollar is 
coming from, never have to apologize to a boss! No matter how 
poor you are now, THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 
can bring you a life filled to"the brim with pleasure, wealth, and 
all the glittering luxuries of the world! To get your copy of this 
amazing Witch Book, simply fill out and mail the Bok coupon! 


ees MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY! SS | 
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“In football, you have teammates to blame a loss 
on, or to share a win with. Not so with wrestling. Ex- 
cept for tag-team competition, it’s one man against 
one man. That’s what opened my eyes to wrestling.” 

Santana stood 5-10 and weighed a solid 195 
pounds when he entered college. Between wrestling, 
playing football, practicing boxing, and studying, he 
had little time for outside activities. But atthe time he 
had no idea he’d end up in the wrestling game. 


t& 
guess like many other wrestlers, | used to watch 
the weekly matches on television and | lovedit. I’d tell 
myself, ‘Oh, | could wrestle him, or | could beat him,’ 
knowing darned well that | probably couldn't. It didn’t 
take me long to realize that | loved the sport of wres 
tling, and that | wanted to be involved in it.” 
Santana discussed his first match in Texas, where 
he held his opponent to a 15 minute draw. The pro- 
moters realized that Santana had plenty of ability, 
and that he was going places. And, he had “crowd ap- 
peal” —looks and personality. The fans loved him. 
“It was strange, being paid for something | loved 
doing,” Santana recalled. “It had been only a year or 
two before my first match that | had bought a ticket as 
a spectator. It was a lot different being in the ring 
wrestling rather than outside of the ring watching.” 
Since his first match Santana has defeated op- 
ponents in many states throughout the country, in- 
cluding California, Texas, Minnesota, New York, and 
Florida, and he has wrestled in Japan, Australia, and 
Canada. And everywhere he goes he is a box-office 
favorite, drawing large crowds, which pleases the 
promoters who negotiate for him to appear. 
“Crusher” Blackwell braces his bulk for a charge 
from Tito and another casual companion: Andre the 
Giant. j 


Santana and sometime ally “Hulk” Hogan make a 
formidable wall of talent. 


Saran success hasn't inflated his ego. Most 
pro wrestlers who haven’t hit 30 and have had seven 
years of success would be walking around with a 
swelled head. But not handsome, young Santana. He 
is aware of the fact there are many more years ahead 
for him and he’ll continue to climb the ladder, 
meeting and beating those who challenge him. 

And he also knows there are drawbacks to being a 
wrestler. 

“It’s not all gravy,” he said, staring at the ground. 
“And there’s a hell of a lot of work in being a pro 
wrestler. For one thing, | never have any time to 
myself. Never. I’m either on the road traveling to the 
next town, in the wrestling ring, at the gym working 
out, or being interviewed. It’s time-consuming. 

“Not to mention the injuries,” he continued. ‘I’ve 
already been hurt several times. I’ve been hospital- 
ized four times, had two broken arms, sprained 
ankles, cracked ribs, split foreheads, and torn 
ligaments. Probably the worst injury occurred when | 
was in an 18 man battle royal and three or four 
wrestlers ganged up on me, throwing me into the 
post, kicking me, throwing me out of the ring, and 
stomping me. It was pretty bad; | was out of action for 
six weeks. 

“The only other drawback is wondering what’s go- 
ing to happen next. Who’s going to be out to get me; 
who wants to break my leg or back. Sometimes, | 
don’t sleep at night because I’m worried about my 
next match. Even though | can protect and handle 
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myself, there are many maniacs in this business like 
The Sheik, Bockwinkel, The Claw, and others who 
Jove inflicting pain.” 


Bi. the advantages of being a wrestler, according 
to Santana, far outweigh the disadvantages. 

‘For one thing, | love the travel. I’ve always wanted 
to see the world, and with wrestling I’m traveling and 
being paid for it. | also love the money. I'm not one for 
flashy diamond rings and huge, fancy cars, but | en- 
joy having money as a security, as a cushion. The 
prestige is also great. Being recognized and known is 
a good feeling, and people seem to recognize me 
most places that | go. i 

“And the people | meet are fantastic. | have met 
and become friends with some wonderful people, 
both in the business and as spectators at the match- 
es. The people who go to the matches are kind, warm, 
and down to earth people. They make it all worth- 
while.” 


When Santana’s in the ring, the fans are always 100 
percent behind him. They love him and he loves them; 
it’s that simple. And he wants the fans to know that he 
needs them there, and he appreciates their support. 

“Pll tell you, when I’m in the ring giving it all | have | 
really need the fans behind me. | hear them yelling 
and rooting for me. They really want me to win, and it 
helps, knowing they're behind me all the way. It 
would be much harder if they didn’t care. I’m glad 
they like me so much. 

“If | were someone like Bockwinkel or The Sheik, 
who the fans hate so much, | don’t think | could live 
with myself, because | sincerely care what people 
think about me. Really, | do.” 


O; the wrestlers Tito has faced, some of the 
toughest have been Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, Mike 
“The Alaskan” York, Nick Bockwinkel, and title- 
winning bodybuilder Ken Patera. His favorite tag 
partners, those he respects the most, are Pat Patter- 
son, Jim Brunzell, Dean Ho, and Bob Backlund. 
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His goals are winning the United States heavy- 
weight championship, then going on to win the 
world’s championship. But he’s notin a hurry. Rather, 
he’s merely taking his time. 

“l’m still very young, and have a long ways to goin 
this business,” he said, sipping a cup‘of coffee. 
“Everyday it seems like | learn something more. And 
the way | figure it is, the more | learn, the better | get, 
and the closer | get to the championship that | want to 
someday own. I’m keeping my ears open and my 
mouth shut about the things I’m finding out.” 

Maintaining his body has always been a priority for 
Santana. Standing 5-11 and weighing 225 pounds, he 
has 18 inch arms and a 49 inch chest. He maintains 
his body by training at the gym regularly—five days 
each week—and by watching his diet. 

Although he loves all sorts of foods, particularly 
steaks, salads, and fresh vegetables, he limits his 
diet basically to white meats, salads with little dress- 
ing, and plenty of fruits and vegetables. “White 
meats like chicken and fish are less fattening than 


A night out with the boys: 
This mammoth battle 
royal, which featured 
everybody but the Wright 
Brothers, was won by 
x “nice guy” Tito Santana. 


red meats, and they ’re better for you. | want to stay big 
and strong, but | don’t want to carry around too much 
body fat. And, I’m a firm believer in vitamins. | regular- 
ly take a vitamin B complex, C, E, and zinc daily. Even 
with the right foods and exercise, a person needs 
vitamins because today’s foods are sprayed and con- 
tain artificial ingredients.” 


Pito Santana is a young, healthy, and happy athlete 
who has done well in his chosen sport and who 
wishes to further his career. His goals are set and 
determined, and if his success continues the way it 
has in the past he'll undoubtedly become number 
one. He has sweated and worked hard for the things 
he wants, and he doesn’t regret any of the determina- 
tion and perseverance he has given his wrestling 
career. 

How would he feel if he won the United States 
heavyweight championship? “I'd be the happiest 
man in the world, believe me, the happiest,” he said 
withasmile. * 


HOW TO TURN YOURSELF INTO A 


SEXUAL MAGNET 


So Super-Powerful That Girls 
May Beg To Pick You Up ON SIGHT! 
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Whoopee! Girls, girls, girls! In all shapes and sizes. 
irresistibly drawn to you. Uncontrollably compelled to try to pick 
you up. Desperate to meet and know you. The very minute they 


see you! 


That's the startling promise of this daring new method 
designed to make any man overwhelmingly attractive to any 


Prove it to yourself for the next full month with this 
guaranteed no-risk FREE TRIAL OFFER! 


Lucky you! For 30 glorious days, yoware go- / 
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ing to live out your wildest fantasies—or it 
won't cost you a cent! If you can follow a few 
simple instructions, you will soon be rubbing 
your eyes in happy disbelief at your new goo 
fortune. 

At long last, when it comes to meeting 
gorgeous gals, you won’t have to lift a finger, 
Just sit back and watch them come to you. In 
droves! 

No more running around looking for action. 
No more awkward approaches. No more phony 
lines. No more spending heavy lettuce on 
icebergs, No more winding up evening after 
evening all by your lonesome. Feeling frustrated 
and depressed—again. 

All that’s gone. From here on in, it’s pure fun. 
100% pure pleasure! 

This time, you're going to relax and let the 
gals do all the hard work. While you make out 
more than you ever dreamed possible. 
Effortlessly! 


NOW CHICKS CHECK YOU OUT 
AS THE ONE GUY THEY WANT! 


Now you are going to be the one who is 
hunted, By gals galore. As many as you can 
handle! 

What a turnabout! You are slated to be the 
one fellow they anxiously want. The one they 
chase after and are dying to meet. The one 
they'd give anything to really know, 

Even in a roomful of handsome devils, you'll 
be the male who gets the eye from the gals. The 
one with the power to say ‘‘yes”’ or ‘‘no” toa 
dreamboat’s pleading proposition. The one who 
can take his pick from lovely heart-stopping 
young lasses to the more mature breed who 
know exactly what they want. All yours—again 
and again! 

That’s right. You’ll soon happily discover 
that there are plenty of real beauties out there. 
Hoping and praying to be plucked off the 
waiting line by guess who. You! 


“FIX” THE DATING/MATING GAME 
SO YOU WIN AUTOMATICALLY! 


The opposite sex will never suspect that you 
are playing the game with loaded dice that let 
you win every pass. This amazing method puts 
the odds in your favor every time. So you con- 
trol girls! 

That's because you become a sexual magnet 
with the dynamic ability to draw near and cap- 
tivate any female who comes into your range. 
Once there, that gal just cannot help herself. 


FREE! HOW TO SEE YOUR 
FUTURE LIKE A GYPSY! 


Take the secret out of yourlife! See your money situ- 
ation, your love life, big winnings, and more.Eliminate 
guesswork — know in advance just what the future 
has in store for you. Extra bonus included FREE as your 
permonent gift for replying today! 


Like it or not, she must try to pick you up—and 
nobody else but you! 

This method works regardless of your age. 
Young or old, married or single, you’ ll literally 
have to shake off advances with a stick. 

It works regardless of your looks. Evenif you 
are not movie-star material, you can still walk 
away with a winner. 

It works regardless of your experience, You're 
about to get lots of that, along with unforget- 
table memories. 

It works regardless of your bankroll. You can 
be flat-broke and make out like a millionaire. 

It works regardless of your shyness. Matter of 
fact, it turns your sensitivity into your strongest 
weapon. 

But the real reason it works is this: It takes the 
smartest cookie by complete surprise. She just is 
not prepared to deal with the overwhelming 
force of the method. A commanding force that 
sweeps her up and places her under your total 
domination. /nstantly! 

Before she has an opportunity to even catch 
her breath, the game is over. Avid you won! 


CONVINCE YOURSELF WITH 
THIS FREE MONTH'S TRIAL! 


If you’re sick and tired of pick-up strike-outs 
... if you've had it with put-downs . . . if you’re 
fed up with loneliness . . . you can test this un- 
common method entirely risk-free! 

Every step is clearly detailed in the extraor- 
dinary manual, ‘“‘How 76 Be A Sexual 
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Magnet.’’ Not sold in any bookstore, it is 
available only by mail, exclusively from us. And 
with this ‘‘look-see’’ offer, you cannot lose. 

We'll send you a private copy for only ten 
dollars—payable only after you have received it, 
read it, and put the method into actual practice. 

You get better than a money-back guarantee: 
Your check or money order will no/ be deposited 
for at least 30 days after the manual is shipped to 
you. 

How can you be certain that we’ll hold your 
check? Easy. Merely post-date it for a month 
from today. That makes it worthless until the 
due-date. 

Meanwhile, you’ve got yourself a real honest- 
to-goodness free trial. So you can use the 
method af once. At work, at a party, ata bar, or 
anywhere you see gals. Enjoy the feeling of hay- 
ing the ladies chase you for a change! 

Then, if you don’t heartily agree that this 
unique method isn’t the greatest thing that’s 
happened to you since you found out the dif- 
ference between girls and boys, you’re out ex- 
actly nothing. Return the manual and we'll 
promptly put your uncashed check into the 
mails. No further obligation. 

To order your manual, print your name, 
address, and zip code on a plain piece of paper 
with the word ‘‘Magnet’? Mail it with $10 to 
LIBERTY CO., Dept. MG-66 , 49 West 37th 
St., New York, N.Y. 10018, . 


Hurry and do it today. The girls are waiting! 
= MCMLXXX Liberty Co. 


MA IMMA ry rw 


aa ill 


lhe Leader 


il HA wil Mt um nl ih oll 


By Tom Howard 
They’re not lending him their ears, but Julius Riese 


Dillon is talking a blue streak while leading his troops 
into battle. 


J ames Julius Caesar Dillon has enjoyed many 
years of success, and has by no means retired from 
active competition on the mat. He has, however, 
turned a great deal of his attention to managing other 
wrestlers, and has experienced a considerable de- 
gree of success in this endeavor. 

A wrestler-manager is someone who is able to en- 
joy the best of two worlds—sort of like a yachtsman 
who owns a country estate. Dillon briefly held a state 
individual championship since getting his manage- 
ment operation into high gear, and although he lostit, 
that title has since been recaptured for the ‘‘Royal 
Family” by one of Dillon’s newer proteges. 

What, you ask, is this “Royal Family” business? Is 
the notorious James J. Dillon related to the crowned 
heads of Europe? 

Nothing quite as exotic as that, though he has 
taken to calling himself ‘King James” on the basis of 
having acquired a crown belonging to Jerry Lawler, a 
young man whose fans gave him the title “King of 
Wrestling’ quite some time ago. 

“That crown symbolized Lawler’s claim to the dis- 
tinction of being king of wrestling,” Dillon tells us. 
“Since | have been able to win this crown away from 
Lawler, it is now | who am king of wrestling!” 

King James doesn’t bother reminding anyone that 
he had a lot of help in purloining Lawler’s crown; in 
fact, all he did was pick it up and leave with it while 
Jerry was otherwise occupied. 
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Rumors abound to the effect that Lawler has since 
taken the crown back, and that Dillon merely pur- 
chased another to take its place. King James be- 
comes rather vague on this point. 

Whatever the case, Dillon would have it under- 
stood that henceforth it is “King James,” and like- 
wise that any full-time associate (anyone he man- 
ages) is a member of his “Royal Family.” 


Whether or not you feel that the blue in His Majes- 
ty’s blood came from a ruptured ink bottle, King 
James Dillon’s ventures have met with great success 
in recent months. Other managers have made big 
money, but it is difficult to recall one who has devel- 
oped Dillon’s knack for getting away with pure bloody 
murder in his affairs. Other managers find them- 
selves subject to at least an occasional fine or sus- 
pension when they get out of line. Dillon avoids these 
traditional hazards of his trade with remarkable agil- 
ity. Referees watch him closely, but it’s not when he 
is being watched that he is doing the things which 
might bring down the wrath of officials upon his 
crowned head—although it is often then that his 
“Family” is taking liberties with the rules. 

For example, Dillon signed up an Oriental grappler 
earlier this year, aman named Kendo Nagasaki, who 
has been trained in the deadly Ninja style of hand-to- 
hand combat. Nagasaki has used an open-handed 
karate thrust to the throat to disable several oppo- 


With the King’s blessing, the 
Black Ninja (aka Kendo Naga- 
saki) has taken his lethal open- 
handed karate thrust to the 
masses, prompting at least one 
unfortunate to retire. 


nents, at least one of whom has elected not to return 
to wrestling. “They don’t pay me enough to opt for an 
early grave,” the fellow remarked after he got his 
voice back. “That karate thrust hits like a black pow- 
der musket ball. Itdoesn’t belongin wrestling, butit’s 
there, and as long as itis, |’ll find another way to make 
a living!” 

While Dillon would have us believe that even he 
has great difficulty communicating with his “Black 
Ninja,” for some strange reason they manage to coor- 
dinate their efforts with the precision of a Prussian 
drill team. When Dillon has the referee’s attention, 
then—and only then—does Nagasaki attempt an 
overtly illegal karate thrust. And only when some bor- 
derline tactic on the part of Kendo or another of Dil- 
lon’s crew has the referee’s full attention does Dillon 
himself transgress in a manner which if observed 
might cost him a few weeks away from ringside. 

The fact is that few managers in professional 
wrestling have any respect for the proper role of acor- 
ner man, and Dillon is certainly no exception. Most 
become illegally involved on behalf of those they 
manage. The practice has been going on almost as 
long as wrestlers have had managers, but it seems 
that King James has perfected the art, so to speak. 


J ames J. Dillon, of course, doesn’t see it this way. 
He stated his side of the issue emphatically when 
asked about it. 

“| have the utmost respect for the rules of profes- 
sional wrestling,” His Highness claimed. “As a mat- 
ter of fact, | insist that any athlete who wrestles as a 
member of the Royal Family exhibit a similar respect 
forthe rules. The fact of the matter is that | have found 
very few men who are equal both to my high stan- 
dards of athletic capability and my high standards of 
sportsmanlike conduct. For this reason, | have dis- 
missed several promising athletes from our ranks.” 

That certainly sounded like a rather high-minded 
statement, coming from a man who has been ac- 
cused of carrying brass knuckles to ringside and 
either using them on his wrestlers’ opponents or 
smuggling these dangerous and illegal instruments 
to his associates. Dillon, however, is completely in- 
nocent of any such practice. By his own accounts. 
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ou must understand,” he explained, ‘that 
whenever a man is successful as a result of his own 
honest, above-board efforts, there are many who envy 
and despise him. Those with less talent—those un- 
willing to invest the hard work and personal sacri- 
fice—will lower themselves to the point of telling 
despicable falsehoods! 

“The very idea that | would carry brass knuckles, 
either to use myself or to impart an unfair advantage 
to one of my esteemed associates! Itso happens that 
| take justifiable pride in my own athletic prowess, as 
well-as that of those select few athletes who are priv- 
ileged to count themselves members of the Royal 
Family. None of us has ever found it necessary to re- 
sort to the use of illegal foreign objects. In the first 
place, that sort of thing is illegal, and more important 
to persons of integrity such as ourselves, it is unethi- 
cal! Add to this the fact that, ourskill and competitive 
spirit considered, such things are beneath us, and 
you must certainly understand that these accusa- 
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tions are altogether unfounded!” 

Dillon makes his point eloquently, but unfortunate- 
ly many thousands of people attest to having seen 
the flagrant rule violations which he so emphatically 
denies. King James fielded that one, too. 

“These people you talk about are hallucinating!” 
His Innocence protested. “It is the power of sugges- 
tion, as set forth in the medium of television. Most of 
you people would be surprised and shocked to learn 
how easily you can be deceived by the modern tech- 
nological methods of present-day television broad- 
casting. Things which actually happen can be edited 
so that what the viewers see is not what really hap- 
pened at all. Add to this the smooth-talking voice of a 
Gordon Solie, and you have the ultimate basis for 
deceit! 

“Given this monstrous medium for misdirecting 
the mentality, one needs only add the further curse of 
Demon Rum, and the American public becomes put- 
ty in the hands of those who would deceive us and 
blind our eyes to the truth! People actually sit in their 
living rooms and drink beer while watching fine ath- 
letes competing on their television screens. Can you 
imagine anything so depraved? Small wonder that 
they fail to comprehend how woefully they are being 
misled!” 


W. contacted several members of the television 
remote crew which tapes one of the programs on 
which Dillon frequently appears. They invited us to 
watch an entire program, with the tape machines run- 
Jimmy Garvin, yet another willing cog in King 
James’ power structure, displays gold reaped while 
serving under Dillon. 


Fe Like Caesar himself, the reign of King James ex- 
\ tends to all corners of the globe, as Royal Family 
subject Kendo Nagasaki knows. 
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ning continuously (leaving no opportunity for 
editing). When they played the unaltered material 
back, we observed no less than five infractions of the 
rules by Dillon and his associates. 

Since there is an established policy of not revers- 
ing official decisions on the basis of material picked 
up by TV, but missed by referees, no action was taken 
against Dillon on this particular occasion—but the 
rule infractions were there! 

Hopefully, professional wrestling will become the 
first major sport to give serious consideration to vid- 
eotaped evidence of deliberate rule violations. It’s an 
overdue innovation in many areas of sports competi- 
tion. 

One of the most outrageous things any manager 
can do is to corrupt a young athlete. We've seen it 
happen in the past, and we can’t accuse James Jul- 
jus Caesar Dillon of inventing it, but he certainly has 
given the art of corruption his own personal taint. 


As recently as last May, Dillon made a substantial 
offer to a young athlete named Jimmy Garvin. Garvin 
had gone through some traumatic periods while 
growing up, but had settled in on what most believed 
was a good style of scientific wrestling and a decent 
enough Set of values. He was generally well-liked by 
the public, and was considered to have almost unlim- 
ited potential. 

The news that Garvin had signed on with Dillon’s 
Royal Family shocked a lot of people. “Money talks 
and other stuff walks!” Jimmy told the world mo- 
ments after he signed the contract which gave Dillon 
a percentage of Garvin's earnings. Garvin was con- 
vinced that this deduction would still leave him sub- 
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stantially more than he was accustomed to making, 
thanks to Dillon’s unique managerial skills. 

Jimmy Garvin is still quite pleased with the ar- 
rangement. He has won a state championship once 
held by his new manager (needless to say, he did not 
win it from King James himself), and it is rumored 
that Dillon is secretly grooming Jimmy for a shot at 
Ric Flair and the N.W.A. championship. 

The reason this grooming is “secret” is that Dillon 
has'already accepted cold cash from Ric Flair as part 
of a deal through which Dillon has agreed to elimi- 
nate a certain challenger for the N.W.A. crown. 
Rather than use Garvin for this, Dillon appears to be 
turning the assignment over to Nagasaki. The Ninja 
does the dirty work, and “Gorgeous Jimmy” can 
emerge as a prime contender for Flair’s belt. Dillon 
does that. He gets what he can out of you, and then he 
feels that he owes you nothing. Nice guy. 


Garvin would have to be considered a viable con- 
tender for the world heavyweight championship. He 
gave Harley Race areal run for his money a couple of 
times, and Race is considered by many to have been 
just a tad tougher than Flair. 

Garvin was quite eager to discuss a couple of near- 
victories over then-champion Race, but he clammed 
up when we asked him if his manager might have 
long-range plans for pitting him against the current 
N.W.A. title holder. That was reason enough for us to 
believe that, eventually, Dillon will double-cross Ric 
Flair. i 
And why shouldn’t he? Dillon has done it to every- 
one else, given the opportunity. Perhaps that’s one of 
the prerogatives of royalty. * 
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WV gicome to another Eastern 
report from America’s leading mat 
magazine. The East Coast -has 
been a super battleground of late. 
The Andre the Giant-“Black Jack” 
Mulligan feud is still going full 
force. Andre is determined to get 
revenge on Mulligan, but so far the 
Texan has eluded all advances. 
When these two clash again, an 
all-out war is predicted... 

The Indians, Jules and Jay 
Strongbow, are the new World 
Wrestling Federation (W.W.F.) tag 
team champions, by virtue of their 
victory over Mr. Fuji and Mr. Saito 
in Madison Square Garden... 

“Superfly” Jimmy Snuka con- 
tinues to be the top man in the 
W.W.F. The “Superfly” never fails 
to amaze the fans with his fan- 
tastic wrestling skill and know- 
ledge of aerial maneuvers. He 
already holds several victories 
over Bob Backlund, and the talk 
around the circuit centers around 
Backlund’s inability to defeat the 
strong man from Fiji. Someday 
soon, the “Superfly” could be 
wearing a championship belt... 

Cowboy Bob Orton certainly 
has been heard from since hitting 
the East. He holds victories over 
all of the men he has faced, but 
has yet to get a match against the 
champion. By the way, Orton’s pet 
finishing maneuver, the Super 
Flex, is simply awesome. If Orton 
is given his overdue title shot, he 
will come in with guns blazing... 

Newcomer Salvatore Bullomo 
has looked very impressive since 
coming east. The likeable Italian 
knows his wrestling inside out and 
should be one of the top menin the 
W.W.F. for some time to come... 

Popular Rick McGraw recently 
suffered severe lacerations to his 
neck and back after receiving the 
Suplex from Cowboy Bob Orton. 
McGraw had finally started to 
come around and seemed fully 
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Captain Lou Albano growls his approval at “Superfly” J 
Snuka’s success. 
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REPORT _ 


Jesse “The Body” 
Ventura takes time out 
from his feud with 
Freddie Blassie to 
teach Tony Atlas the 
finer points of 
wrestling. 


recuperated from the previous 
neck injury received at the hands 
of Killer Kahn, but now he has suf- 
fered another setback. .. 

Ivan Putski certainly looks fan- 
tastic. His physique rivals that of 
any top class body builder in the 
world today, and it is Putski’s hope 


that with his new look he will be 
able to capture the Mr. America 
title. .. 


Mine “Playboy,” Buddy Rose, is 
also new on the East Coast scene. 
“Playboy” is being managed by 


the Grand Wizard, and he’s ac- 
companied to the ring by his 
“Playgirls.” Needless to say, their 
appearances have caused quite a 
commotion... 

Laurent Soucie has been im- 
proving steadily with each match. 
It wasn’t too long ago when he was 
an amateur champion, and thanks 
to his great background, Soucie 
should become a big star in the 
professional ranks... 

Midget great Little Beaver 
recently visited his Indian “broth- 
ers,’’ Chief Jay and Jules 
Strongbow, in Allentown, Pa. Little 
Beaver is one of the top midget 
wrestlers in the country and he 
still looks as good today as he did 
10 years ago... 

Where are Jesse Ventura and 
Adrian Adonis? Rumor has it that 
Adonis, Ventura, and Freddie 
Blassie had a big misunderstand- 
ing after a match in Madison 
Square Garden against the 
Strongbow Brothers. Now none of 
the three is on speaking terms. . . 


Axttnougn Tony Atlas is one of 


the finest wrestlers in the world to- 
day, his talents seem to be totally 
ignored on the East Coast. The 
muscular Atlas has not been 
matched against many of the big- 
ger men in the area, and he’s start- 
ing to complain about his lack of 
adequate competition. If anybody 
could clean up the W.W.F., Atlas 
certainly is the man... 

Pedro Morales continues to turn 
away all opponents who try to 
wrestle away his Inter-Continental 
crown. To date, Pedro has defeat- 
ed every top star to pass through 
the W.W.F. 

Also represented in the East is 
the new International Wrestling 
Organization (|.W.O.) The Valiant 
Brothers, Luscious Johnny and 
Handsome Jerry, have regrouped 
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“Playboy” Buddy Rose is joined by “Playgirl” Sherri and The Grand 


Wizard while Sal Bullomo (right) gets ready to spring into W.W.F. action 
and Freddie Blassie and “Black Jack” Mulligan (below) are staying out of 
Andre the Giant’s way. 


ay 


position in this fledgling collec- 
tion. Also on hand is Bruno Sam- 
martino, Jr., who has looked very 
good in recent matches. He has 
the poise and confidence of a 
seasoned veteran, and the young 
star is destined to go far... 

The ‘New Living Legend,” Larry 
Zbyszko, is thriving as well in the 
|.W.O. By the way, Zbyszko has 
recently recorded a song entitled 
“Boo on Me,” which he wrote and 
produced himself. In it he sings 
about his success in the wrestling 
racket... 

That wraps up another look at 
the Eastern happenings. We’ll see 
you next time out. * 


Bob Backlund explains why Jimmy Snuka will never wrest away his 
championship belt and Mr. Saito (below) ponders his future after he 
and Mr. Fuji lost their tag team championship to Jules and Jay 
Strongbow. 
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ression in the Midlands. 


Des counts in the Midlands, just 
as well as everywhere else. And 
that is why people like Andre the 
Giant, ‘‘Hulk’’ Hogan, and 
“Crusher” Blackwell have been 
getting more than their share of 
headlines in the region. 

Hogan, of course, is the sur- 
prise star of the new Sylvester 
Stallone movie Rocky ///. Luckily, 
for Stallone, Hogan took it easy on 
him for the flick. What Hogan 
could do to Stallone, or most any 
normal person, if he really wanted 
to do some damage, is mind- 
boggling. 

“Hulk” stands about 6-8 and 
tips the scales at 320 pounds. He 
has the physique that would make 
even Hercules blush. And his vast 
raw power is becoming more 
tamed and effective than ever 
before. 

Many fans in the Midlands 
cheer Hogan on, but he did not 
receive such a favorable welcome 
from spectators in the Eastern 
states. Perhaps it depends upon 
who Hogan goes after, because he 
has had some tremendous wars 
with the 474-pound Blackwell in 
the Midlands.... 

Blackwell also has stirred up 
The Giant, not necessarily a wise 
thing for anyone to do. “Crusher” 
was with Dick Murdoch for a tag- 
team duel against Andre and Dick 
‘the Bruiser’ when the trouble 
really ignited. 

In the second stanza, after Mur- 
doch had pinned “the Bruiser” for 
the opening fall, Murdoch and 
Blackwell combined to lift and 
slam Andre. 

Then, ignoring the warning of 
the referee and the pleas of Mur- 
doch, Blackwell mounted the top 
rope and dive-bombed the stunned 
Giant. Needless to say, the move 
brought on disqualification and 
“the Bruiser’ later managed to 
subdue Murdoch for the deciding 
fall. 


REPORT 


Why did Blackwell deliver such 
a vicious jolt to The Giant? “‘l 
forgot that diving off the top rope 
was illegal in the state,” Blackwell 
claimed. “Anyhow, if Andre was 
the giant everyone says he is, he 
wouldn’t have hid from me the rest 
of the match. He quit and | made 
him quit.” 

Admittedly, Andre was not up- 
to-par for the rest of the match. 
Blackwell just missed crashing in- 
to Andre’s throat and seriously in- 
juring him. “‘He wanted to cripple 
me, | know this!” Andre snapped 
angrily. 

“The day is going to come when 
Blackwell pays for this,” The Giant 
added, still seething. “He always 
says | run from him, now he runs 
from me. | say, Blackwell, face me 
One-on-one and we will see who 
walks out of the ring!”.... 


acting of “the Bruiser,” trou- 
ble has been brewing between 
Dick and six-time former world 
champion Harley Race. 

The two have never been likely 
to receive invitations to the same 
party anyhow, but recent winning 
streaks by both put them in prime 
contending positions for a crack 
at National Wrestling Alliance 
king Ric Flair. Obviously, a 
showdown was in order. 

And naturally, things got a bit 
nasty. Finally, Race pitched ‘‘the 
Bruiser” out of the ring and went 
after him. Harley grabbed a metal 
chair and swung it at Dick, who 
ducked just in time. 

Then, “the Bruiser’ grabbed the 
chair and smashed Race right on 
top of the head. Race sagged and 
“the Bruiser” followed with a se- 
cond tremendous wallop that split 
open Race’s head. 

Still on the rampage, ‘‘the 
Bruiser” lifted Race and gave him 
a piledriver on the cement floor. 
Dick then crawled back into the 


Hulk Hogan back on the mat after a spell on the silver screen. 
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ring just in time to beat the count, 
while Race was flat on the floor. 

As tough as they come in any 
sport, Race still needed help to 
navigate his way to the dressing 
room. The resulting neck injury he 
suffered caused Race to miss 
several important matches. 

Harley has vowed revenge on 
“the Bruiser.” Said the determined 
Race, “Everybody talks about how 
brutal | have been in some bouts, 
but they overlook it when Bruiser 
goes berserk. 

“He came within inches of put- 
ting me out of wrestling and still 
some fans cheered for him,” Race 


complained. “Bruiser is going to 
get what’s coming to him and I’m 
the guy whois goingtodoit!”.... 


Ri. Flair, with the N.W.A. crown, 
and Nick Bockwinkel, owner of the 
American Wrestling Association 
title, have had some close calls in 
the Midlands. 

The flamboyant Flair, who has 
become a tremendous gate attrac- 
tion, was pressed to the limit by 


_veteran Gene Kiniski, himself a 


former world champion. Gene was 
really sky-high for the title shot, 


because Gene’s son Kelly was at 
ringside to root for his father. | 

Kiniski looked particularly 
sharp while capturing the first fall 
with his back breaker. But “Big 
Thunder” twisted a knee in the 
second stanza and then Flair sur- 
prised Kiniski with a clipping 
block to the back of the knee, the 
type of crack-back shot that the 
National Football League outlaw- 
ed due to the number of knée in- 
juries it caused. 

This time, the move chopped 
Kiniski down like a giant oak and 
allowed Flair to. clamp on the 
figure four leglock. Kiniski strug- 


Kerry Von Erich advised father Fritz to keep wrestling but the elder Von Erich has apparently hung up his 
tights. 


Harley Race puts the pressure on Ric Flair while waiting for a chance to get revenge on Dick “the Bruiser.” 


gled gamely for some three 
minutes before the knee gave out 
and he had to submit. There was 
no way Gene could answer the bell 
for the third fall thanks to the 
hyperextension, so Flair recorded 
yet another victory. 

But Flair took time to praise 
Kiniski following the rough en- 
counter. “Kiniski is no youngster, 
but he is as hard as nails. He went 
at a pace very few others can stay 
with. Of course, | did,’’ smiled 
Flair. “That is why I’m the cham- 
pion.” 

Bockwinkel is still the cham- 
pion, too, but lanky Tito Santana 
and muscular Junkyard Dog have 
both given Bockwinkel some very 
shaky moments. 

Santana, a brilliant young talent 
still not at his peak, turned Bock- 
winkel every which way but loose 
in acouple of intense bouts. Junk- 


yard Dog blamed Bockwinkel’s 
manager, Bobby Heenan, for trick- 
ing Dog out of a possible upset. 
“The record book says | am still 
in command,” Bockwinkel noted. 
“Nothing else counts.”.... 


Rumors float back to the 
Midlands that David Von Erich, a 
huge favorite in the area, has been 
playing rather fast and loose with 
the rulebook in the South. 

David does not deny that he’s 
been starting a few brawls. “This 
business is not atea party, and|’m 
really just a kid. The more different 
styles |can master, the more likely 
itis |can reach the goal of winning 
the World Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship.” 

Nobody questions the skills of 
David Von Erich. He can flat-out 
wrestle. And he has proven with 


distinction that he never takes a 
backward step. 

When David joins with brother 
Kerry and/or Kevin, Midlands fans 
roar in approval. All trained by their 
father Fritz, the Von Erich boys 
have an inborn sense of what the 
other is doing. Few can handle 
their swift, aggressive tactics. 

And speaking of Fritz, he ap- 
pears to have hung up his tights 
despite his sons’ advice that he 
continue to wrestle. Fritz had cut 
back some on his dates, concen- 
trating on special and important 
outings. His sons felt that he still 
had many good matches in front of 
him, but Fritz decided, “Seeing my 
sons doing so well tells me it’s 
time to step aside and let youth 
have its day.” 

Young or old or in between, the 
Midlands stays on a fast beat with 
red-hot wrestling action. * 
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WV cicome to another Caribbean 
update. Since our last report the 
sunny islands have been the set- 
ting for quite a few fantastic bat- 
tles. First, the Invader is the new 
North American champion after 
his win over Hangman Bobby Jag- 
gers. The Invader promised to un- 
mask whether he won or lost the 
battle, and to the fan’s delight, the 
masked man took off his hood 
after his victory. Wrestling as the 
Invader for the past five years, it 
turns out, has been former World 


Wrestling Federation (W.W.F.) - 


favorite Jose Gonzales. Soon 
afterwards, while facing the 
Fabulous Kangaroos, Gonzales 
was severely burned by Don Kent 
after Kent threw fire in his eyes. 
Gonzales was immediately rushed 
to the hospital, where he had to 
undergo skin grafting. He was out 
of action for six weeks, but when 
he returned he was wearing the 
mask to protect his bruises, and 
now he’s actively seeking revenge 
onthe Kangaroos for their coward- 
ly action. By the way, the 
Kangaroos are now being manag- 
ed by original member Al Costello. 
The team is composed of Kent and 
Johnny Hefferman, a nephew of 
another original Kangaroo, Ray 
Hefferman... 


The National Wrestling Alliance 
(N.W.A.) Capital Sports promotion 
office is now spotlighting wres- 
tling throughout Venezuela on a 
regular basis. Some of the stars 
appearing down there include 
Cyclon Negro, the Super Gladia- 
tor, Carlos Colon, Victor Jovica, 
and other Caribbean stars. 
Besides Venezuela, Capital 
Sports is also pushing top-flight 
cards in Barbados, Curacao, 
Aruba, Trinidad, and the 
Dominican Republic... 

Ray “Golden” Apollon con- 
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Jack and Jerry Brisco have contributed to the hot and heavy action 
in the Caribbean recently. 


1 { 


Always a favorite in the Caribbean, Victor Jovica 


# 


has also been wrestling in Venezuela. 


tinues to be a big fan attraction in 
Trinidad and other island spots. 
Apollon is one of the true stars in 
the business, as his winning 
record throughout the Caribbean 
attests... 

The wild Moondogs seem to 
have a home in the Caribbean. 
They still hold the Caribbean tag 
team title and all attempts at top- 
pling them from the top spot have 
proved fruitless... 

Tommy and Eddie Gilbert have 
amassed a huge fan following 
throughout the islands. The 
popular father-son duo have really 
impressed everyone with their 
wrestling skills and ability. If 
anyone can put an end to the 
Moondogs’ reign of terror, it just 
may be the Gilberts... 

Jack and Jerry Brisco have both 
wrestled recently in the Carib- 


bean, and the fans always get 
behind these two sensational 
grapplers... 

Hugo Savinovitch has left Puer- 
to Rico and moved his base of 
operations to the Dominican 


Republic... 


| n the last few months, the action 
in Barbados has been nothing 
short of sensational, thanks to 
local promoter Joe Osborne. 
Working in conjunction with the 
N.W.A. Capital Sports promotion 
office, Osborne has imported all of 
the Caribbean favorites to Bar- 
bados, and in particular Carlos 
Colon has been simply 
phenomenal. He was victorious in 
a 16-man Barbados battle royal in 
which the Kangaroos, the Moon- 
dogs, and other island stars ap- 
peared, and in another match Col- 


Cyclon Negro shows the stuff he’s made of. 


on took apart Abdullah the But- 
cher in a wild steel cage battle. In 
future cards, Osborne plans to br- 
ing Mil Mascaras, the Funks, and 
the Briscos to sunny Barbados. . . 

In the Dominican Republic, 
Savinovitch has been doing very 
well for himself since his move. He 
recently battled the Dominican 
Republic champion, Jack Veneno, 
to a draw. Savinovitch has also 
been managing several mat men 
in Santo Domingo. .. 

In Trinidad, Thunderbolt 
Williams, Ray Apollon, Victor 
Jovica, and Gama Singh continue 
to be the crowd pleasers. All four 
of these stars have turned back all 
of their challengers in recent 
matches. Andre the Giant also ap- 
peared here, and the reception the 
big man received was tremen- 
dous. * 
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Pete 


Wea. it finally happened. The 
two massive Texas egos collided 
and all hell broke loose. Dory 
Funk, Jr. and David Von Erich, a 
successful tag-team combination 
for a while, have parted company 
amid a fiery exchange of insults 
and fisticuffs. 

Funk, of course, was the senior 
partner in the association, thanks 
to his years of experience. His ap- 
proach had been to instruct young 
Von Erich, and it seemed to be 
working. David acquired a local 
and a regional championship 
while in Florida, and together he 
and Dory held atag-team title fora 
few months. 

It was always “Yes sir, Mr. 
‘Funk,’ on Von Erich’s part, and 
David doesn’t say ‘‘Mister’ to very 
many people. According to-Von 
Erich, Dory insisted on being call- 
ed “Mr. Funk,” and not only in front 
ofthe TV cameras, butin private as 
well. Those who know David Von 
Erich must realize that the brash 
young Texan had to swallow a lot 
of pride in order to treat anybody 
with this degree of deference. 

“David Von Erich is a snot- 
nosed young punk who doesn’t ap- 
preciate anything | did for him,” 
Dory told your old Uncle Ralph. “1 
never did care for the Von Erichs 
—any of them. But David showed 
a little promise, so | decided to put 
personal feelings aside and see if | 
could help the kid. You see what 
kind of thanks | got! 

“Well, it’s all right with me. 
David Von Erich was nothing when 
| found him, and without me to tell 
him every move to make—when to 
eat, when to work out—he’ll be 
back to nothing in a very short 
time. | sometimes thought he'd die 
of suffocation if | didn’t remind 
him to breathe in and breathe out. 
He’ll find out that snot-noses like 
him can’t make it on their own in 
this game!” 
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Barry Windham gets funky with Dory Funk, Jr., as Mike Graham 
keeps the beat. 


Vis. Erich, of course, has his 
own version of what caused the rift 
in the relationship. 

“Dory Funk, Jr. don’t need to 
think I’m going to be calling him 
‘Mister’ anymore!” says David. 
“As a matter of fact, don’t expect 
David Von Erich to call anybody 
‘Mister’ from now on! 


“My father told me that | was 
making a big mistake to ever trust 
anyone named Funk, and he was 
right. As long as | was doing 75 per- 
cent of the work and taking 75 per- 
cent of the punishment in tag- 
team-matches, Dory Funk, Jr. was 
just fine. But when I'd try and tag 
out, he might just turn his back on 


REPORT 


Mr. Wrestling II discusses foreign policy with King James Dillon. 


me, or tell me to get back in there 
and ‘mix it up like you ought to.’ 
Then, one time | did it to him, just 
to show him how it felt, and he 
slapped me right across the face. 
Let me tell you something: 
Nobody slaps David Von Erich 


across the face! | stomped the liv- 


ing (natural fertilizer) out of him, 


and now he is telling everybody 
that I’m a snot-nosed young punk. 
Well, maybe | am, but if that’s the 
case, ask him how he likes having 
a snot-nosed punk kick his butt 
and call him ‘Squiggy’ instead of 
‘Mr. Funk!’”... 


When things get wild, you think 


about Indians, and the wildest In- 
dian in professional wrestling has 
got to be Chief Wahoo McDaniel, 
currently in hot pursuit of the Na- 
tional Wrestling Alliance (N.W.A.) 
heavyweight title held by Ric Flair. 

Both Wahoo and Ric have spent 
a great deal of time in the 
Carolinas and vicinity, and the op- 
portunity to watch Flair develop 
has given Wahoo something of an 
advantage over most of the 
challengers for Flair’s belt. 

“Ric Flair is a good young 
wrestler,” Wahoo acknowledges, 
“put winning that title has made 
him perhaps just a bit too cocky. 
When you’re on top and disaster 
strikes, it hits like a ton of bricks. | 
think Ric is going into a lot of his 
matches overconfident, and I’m 
just the veteran warrior who can 
take full advantage of a situation 
like that!”’. .. 

Wildfire Tommy Rich recently 
wound'up with his arm in a cast, 
and he’s looking to square things 
with big Ole Anderson on account 
of this. Someone else who doesn’t 
get along too well with Anderson 
and various members of his 
“wrecking crew” is the American 
Dream, Dusty Rhodes. Tommy 
and Dusty have proven at times to 
be a most effective tag team. . . 


“Hacksaw” Butch Reed has 
been having his problems with the 
Funk clan. In the process, he has 
teamed up with another very 
popular black athlete, Sweet 
Brown Sugar, from Dallas, Tex. 
These fellows make a very effec- 
tive combination, and they con- 
tributed substantially to the final 
falling-out of the Funk-Von Erich 
alliance... 

Paul Jones is still seen as 
“Number One” by his fans in the 
mountainous country along the 
Eastern seaboard. Paul is a very 
skillful scientific wrestler and an 
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Derek Draper is hardly Mr. Con- 
geniality, which is just fine with 
him. 


absolute nut on conditioning. 

Paul recently tried a new diet 
which consists entirely of fish 
heads and rice. This monotonous 
menu was first brought to this 
country from Japan by Dory Funk, 
Jr., who lost 30 pounds during 
what he describes as “the most 
miserable six weeks of my life” on 
the diet. Paul heard about it and is 
trying it'as an exercise in self- 
discipline, not because he wants 
or needs to lose weight... 

Sgt. Slaughter is still coming on 
like he’s going to recruit 
everybody, give them Gl haircuts, 
and have them marching in forma- 
tion to and from the arenas. 
Perhaps someone should appeal 
to this guy’s World War |! mentality 
and explain to him that he’s giving 
the modern military a bad im- 
age... 

Bad, Bad LeRoy Brown has 


gained himself quite a following ° 


up Atlanta way. LeRoy grew up 
tough in the pool halls of 
Chicago’s notorious South Side, 
and he has incorporated his 
“street wisdom” into his wrestling 
style. ‘“Gits the job done,” says 
LeRoy, who never seems to have a 
whole lot to say, but who throws 
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more than 300 pounds of solid 
weight around every time he gets 
inthe ring... 


M.. Wrestling |] says he’s anx- 
ious to mix it up with Roddy Piper, 
Buz Sawyer, Ron Bass, and a few 
of his other old rivals. The popular 
fellow in the white and black mask 
recently returned to Georgia, a 
place he likes to call home, even if 
he is officially from ‘parts 
unknown.”... 

Mike Graham, has declared 
something of a one-man war on 
James J. Dillon and his motley 
crew. Mike was especially in- 
censed over the way Jimmy Garvin 
took so readily to Dillon for the 
sake of a few bucks. “It may 
become necessary for me to teach 
Jimmy the error of his ways,” he 
commented... 

Angelo Mosca has been making 
quite a name for himself up 
Carolina way—that’s ‘‘up” to 


those of us in the Deep South. 
Angelo is currently in top conten- 
tion for the Mid-Atlantic 
heavyweight championship... 

Also in contention for that 
prestigious title is Jimmy Valiant, 
one of the highly respected, 
though not always well-liked, 
Valiant brothers... 

Derek Draper will not likely win 
any popularity contests, but this 
doesn’t seem to bother the big 
man from San Diego. “Popularity 
and two bits will buy you ‘Hearts 
And Flowers’ on a juke box,” 
Derek explains. “! got where I’m at 
today by being tough, not by sign- 
ing autographs. | don’t have any ax 
to grind with the wrestling public; 
they pay their money to see great 
athletes like me, and | give them 
their money’s worth. | have been 
known to mess up a few of their 
fair-haired favorites in the pro- 
cess, but whether they like it or 
not, that’s what they’re paying to 
see. Athletic competition is an 


it’s lonely (and messy) at the top, as N.W.A. champ Ric Flair will tell 


“Hacksaw” Butch Reed is bringing an international flavor to the 


game. 


area of life where people get hurt 
from time to time. Some of us have 
it, some of us don’t. | do—that’s 
why it’s somebody else who gets 
hurt!” 

Draper has an ongoing feud 
with a popular young guy from 
Tampa, Fla., named Brian Blair, 
who once took exception to the 
way Draper deliberately injured a 
young opponent whom he could 
have beaten fair and square. The 
young fellow was a friend of 
Blair’s. 

“Draper is an animal,” says 
Blair, ‘and he ought to be locked 
up with the rest of them in the zoo. 
I'd suggest the reptile sec- 
tion—the apes are too intelligent 
to associate with him.”. . . 


Barry Windham, son of Black 
Jack Mulligan, shapes up as one 
of the most promising young 
wrestlers to hit this section of the 
country in recent years. Barry went 
to West Texas State University, 
the alma mater of several world 
heavyweight champions. Young 
as he is, he has proven that he can 
acquit himself well against some 


of the most seasoned pros in the 
sport... 

Comedian Andy Kaufman gain- 
ed considerable respect for the 
wrestling game when he tangled 
with Jerry “The King” Lawler, who 
is a big favorite with fans up 
around Tennessee. Actually, Andy 
had a pretty soft touch, since he 
was “wrestling” a lot of good- 
looking girls for the amusement of 
night club audiences. Fabulous 
Moolah wouldn’t have been so 
gentle with him/as were these 
gals, and of course Lawler was 
even less so. 

While the whole experience 
heightened Andy's esteem for the 
mat sport considerably, it didn’t 
hurt his career the way it did the 
vertabrae in his neck. He has been 
on numerous TV talk shows, and 
his TV series, “Taxi,” hasn’t done 
at all badly since Andy’s 
misadventure in professional 
sports. 

Excitement is the name of the 
game this summer down here in 
the Heart of Dixie, folks, so save 
your Confederate money, because 
one of these days they might start 
acceptingitattheboxoffice. +« 


SLIM INCHES AWAY IN 
THE AMAZING NEW 


BopY TAPER-TRIM SHIRT 


Puts power in your sex ap- 
peal as it reshapes you to 
more manly ‘‘tapered” pro- 
portions! 


~ * SMOOTHES TORSO 
* BUILDS CHEST 

* STRAIGHTENS BACK 
SLIMS ABDOMEN 
CINCHES WAIST 

* FLATTENS BULGES 


Extra-light, extra-com- 
fortable long line under- 
shirt puts power net LYCRA 
SPANDEX & NYLON to work 
Provising firm, smooth can- 
trol from chest to lower 
abdomen. Smoothes out 
bulges and trims you with 
unprecedented built-in slim- 
ming-power, Worn as an un: 
dershirt, it works to Keep you 
in shape. Completely machine 
washable, White only. 


$1299 


INSTANTLY HOLDS Pro os 
STOMACH IN! THIS... THIS... 
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R. S. SALES, SUITE 4156 
6311 Yucca St., Hollywood, Calif. 90026 

My chest is__.__inches. (Exhale & measure chest.) 
SIZES: [) S (34-36), [) Med. (38-40), [) Lg. (42-44), 
(] XL (46-48), [) 2XL 50-52. Add $1.50 for postage 
& handling, 6% Sales Tax, For COD send $4.00 de- 
posit. Allow 2 to 6 weeks for delivery. Worn, soiled 
or damaged items are nonreturnable. 
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City State Zip = 


—KIMBERTALam 


The Most Sought offer Name in 
Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 
Champ sired pups ang adults bred for superior suze, 
conformation, impeccable disposition 
FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT GUARANTEES 


— SHI 


Amencan Express, Visa and Master Charge 
KIMBERTAL KENNELS 
Kimberton, Pa. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 


Mixed! Teens! Topless! 
Much More! Rush $3 
for lists loaded with photos, 
drawings! Lots of “pins”! 
H.S.A. ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 9092, Glendale, CA 91206 


TOO SKINNY? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


8 A NEW SHAPE 
| @ IN 30 DAYS 
~ or pay nothing! 


You can’t turn skin and bones into powerful 
muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
take one-a-day HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
scientifically prescribed meals. Don't let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerfully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only $5.95. 
Special 60-day supply only $10.98. Add $1.00 
for Express Delivery. Send to: Rush Inc. Dept. 
HU1278,871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 
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Rowdy Roddy Piper seems to feel that the rule makers are not play- 


i 


ing his song. 


The excitement and actionnever 
seem to let up in rings throughout 
the West Coast as two promoters 
* continue to fly in top-notch grap- 
plers to the area. Leo Nomellini 
has been presenting main events 
in the Oakland Coliseum Arena, 
and Antone Leone has been put- 
ting on bouts insmallercities such 
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as Sacramento, Stockton, Fresno, 
and Bakersfield. 

But changes have taken place. 
Nomellini, a former outstanding 
pro football player and champion 
pro wrestler, last month presented 
his first card in San Francisco’s 
17,000 seat Cow Palace. It has 
been 18 months since wrestling 


STERN 


took place in the Cow Palace and 
fans have anxiously been awaiting 
its return. 

The Cow Palace was the setting 
for many sold-out shows since 
1961, under the direction of pro- 
moter Roy Shire. In fact, Nomellini 
wrestled for Shire on several occa- 
sions in the Cow Palace andnowis 
eager to take over the retired 
Shire’s tasks. 

Between Nomellini’s promoting 
ability, and the assistance of San 
Francisco publicist Davey Rosen- 
berg, the first show was asuccess. 
Almost 10,000 eager fans turned 
out to see some exciting matches 
between such champions as Ray 
Stevens, Pat Patterson, Alexis 
Smirnoff, ‘Crusher’ Blackwell, 
The Sheik, Greg Gagne, and Nick 
Bockwinkel. 

The most talked about wrestlers 
in the area include Patterson, who 
for years was the most popular 
wrestler in California, and the 
440-pound Blackwell, who was a 
winner in last year’s 18-man battle 
royal in the Oakland Coliseum. 
Also, handsome, young Tito San- 
tana, Dino Bravo, Nick Bock- 
winkel, Greg Gagne(son of veteran 
Verne Gagne), Buck (Rock and 
Roll) Zumoff, and Ray Stevens are 
being talked about. 


W. recently chatted with Pat- 
terson about his experiences on 
the West Coast. “I started wres- 
tling inthe northern Californiaarea 
in 1963,” he said after his match in 
the Cow Palace. ‘And | loved it 
since my first night. My style has 
changed a lot since those days, 
though. You might remember that| 
used to break every rule | could in 
hopes of winning my match. All | 
cared about in those days was 
climbing to the top as fast as | 
could, and making as much money 
as possible. 


REPORT 


“Well, that’s exactly what | did 
and |’m proud. But after putting in 
22 years as a professional, I’ve 
realized that my attitudes have 
greatly changed. | now at least try 
to follow the rules. | enter the ring 
with an open mind, prepared for 
any eventuality. If my opponent 
wants to follow the rules like | do, 
then fine; more power to him. But if 
he wants to break them, then he’s 
messing with the wrong guy. Re- 
member, | invented breaking the 
rules.” 

How does the 238-pounder feel 
about wrestling on the West 
Coast? 

“It’s great,” he said withasmile. 
“| obviously love it because of all 
the time I've spent here, and all of 
the matches I’ve had. | don’t want 
to sound like I’m bragging, but I’ve 
been very successful here and I’m 
extremely popular with the fans. 

“| like the sunny weather andthe 
beaches, the people are fantastic, 
the money’s good, and the com- 
petition is tough. | like mixing it up 
with strong, rugged, capable 
wrestlers. There’s no sense in 
wasting time with a preliminary 
caliber opponent that | know | 
could defeat.”’ 


Ptcicsa held the United States 
heavyweight championship for 
over two years, and regained it on 
fouroccasions. Healso shared the 
World’s Tag Team Championship 
with equally popular Ray Stevens 
and the two defeated many top tag 
teams for over a year. 

The last few years saw Patter- 
son headlining arenas in the East 
and drawing large crowds. He 
broke plenty of rules while head- 
lining matches in New York, Phila- 
delphia, and Boston. 

“You could say my attitude 
changes when | hit the West 
Coast,” he continued. “| guess | 


The Mighty Yankee has hinted he will unveil his West Coast act 
soon. 


kind of, as we say, ‘mellow out’ and 
open up a bit. | become anicerguy. 
I’m more sportsmanlike while here 
and | tend to follow the rules a bit 
more.” 

Patterson has seen the world, 
defeated some of the sport's 
toughest challengers, made a lot 
of money, and gained plenty of na- 
tional recognition. But he wants to 
continue with the sport he loves 
and he said he plans on wrestling 
many more years. 

Even Leo Nomellini agrees that 
Patterson is a fantastic wrestler, 
and that he’s happy to have him on 
his cards. 

“Patterson, I’ve discovered, is 
one of the biggest draws here,” he 
said. “I’m happy to have him on our 
cards because a large crowd is 
always guaranteed, and he’s anex- 
citing wrestler; there’s always 
plenty of action when he’s in the 
ring.” 


Nomellini was questioned 
about the wrestlers who constant- 
ly break the rules like Blackwell, 
Smirnoff, The Sheik, Bockwinkel, 
and others. “I! don’t want it to 
sound like a cop out, but that’s the 
referees’ problems, not mine,” he 
answered. “We hire only qualified, 
experienced referees who are 
licensed by both the California 
State Athletic Commission, and 
the National Wrestling Alliance. 
They don’t have eyes in the back of 
theirheads. They do their best, and 
they're unbiased. | can’t say 
anything else about them. Most 
referees here are ex-wrestlers. 
They don’t have an easy jobat all.” 

This questioning came about as 
a result of a recent match where 
“Crusher” Blackwell, whileinatag 
bout with his partner The Sheik, 
reportedly used some sort of ob- 
ject to gouge Tito Santana’s eyes. 
Ringsiders insisted he had a metal 
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Dr. Blood’s recent injury should mean his game will get a much- 
needed transfusion. 


object in his hand but the referee 
failed to witness such goings-on. 
As is the case in all professional 
sports, the referee has to see it to 
call it. 

Blackwell’s response, naturally, 
was negative. “Why don’t the fans 
in the California area like me?” he 
screamed. “They accuse me of 
everything. They are jealous of me 
because |’m so successful, so 
strong, so intelligent. Well, | never 
use objects in the ring because | 
don’thaveto.|canwinmy matches 
without any sort of objects. | get 
upset when I’m accused of things | 
didn’t do. My tag partner and|can 
win without breaking rules, and 
that’s why we're going to win the 
tag team titles as Soonas this hits 
the light of print. Just wait and 
see.”... 


te ray Roddy Piper of Scotland 
has been drawing large crowds for 
his appearances. Piper, a 6-2, 
239-pounder who has been wres- 
tling for eight years, loves talking 
about breaking the rules as much 
as he loves to break them. 

“You see, I’m very proud of 
myself, and | have aright to be,” he 
said during a recent television in- 
terview. “I’ve traveled all over the 
world, and defeated some of the 
toughest wrestlers. I’m young, 
handsome, muscular, successful, 
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intelligent, and well known; what 
more could | want? 

“Well, Vil tell you what | 
want—the championship. | don’t 
care what the title is, or who and 
how | have to beat to winit.| wanta 
match with the champion at any 
time, and at any place. Even under 
any conditions! | know that | am 
the uncrowned champion, andthat 
| will win the title. | would prefer the 
world’s championship so that | 
could take it back to Scotland and 
defend it there where I’m loved by 
everyone.” 

It’s inevitable that if Piper does 
get his shot at the title, he’ll break 
every rule he can in hopes of win- 
ning the crown.... 

One of the most controversial 
wrestlers battling on the West 
Coast is 7-4, 410-pound Andre the 
Giant, also Known as “the eighth 
wonder of the world.” Nomellini is 
planning on_billing Andre in a 
future main event here, and fans 
are anxiously waiting for the 
details. Andre has won several bat- 
tle royals here, and the Frenchman 
has taken on and defeated the best 
in the business. He has appeared 
on “The Tonight Show,” “Good 
Morning America,” “That’s Incre- 
dible,’ and several radio stations. 
He’s in demand by promoters con- 
stantly. 

He recently teamed with Pat 
Patterson for an exciting tag bout, 


and fans are hoping Nomellini will 
pair him against the incredible 
“Hulk” Hogan. That would be the 
match of the century.... 


D. Blood, a vicious 240-pounder 
who will do anything within his 
power towinhis matches, recently 
received a broken leg during a 
match. This will put him out of ac- 
tion for a few months. Blood was 
unpopular with the fans because 
of his unsportsmanlike conduct. 
He’ll undoubtedly return to mat 
wars on the West Coast when his 
legheals.... 

Mad Dog Moretti is another who 
is vicious and loves breaking the 
rules. Although shorter than most 
wrestlers, Moretti at 5-8 is built like 
atank and knows how to utilize his 
strengthin thering. Biting, kicking, 
gouging, and stomping are a nor- 
mat part of hiswrestling antics and 
this is all the more reason for his 
unpopularity with the fans. 

“Sure, | could beat my op- 
ponents by following therules,” he 
snarled, “but, why should 1? | don’t 
want to waste my valuable time. If 
it makes it quicker by kicking or hit- 
ting here and there, then that’s 
whatI’m going todo. Anyway, | love 
to watch my opponents 
suffer”... 

George Wells has been suc- 
cessful in recent matches. A 
former United States heavyweight 
champion, Wells is popular with 
fans because of his sportsmanlike 
conduct, his positive attitude, and 
his kindness and love for the fans. 
He played pro football for the 
Hamilton Tiger Cats in the Cana- 
dian Football League and he was 
as successful on thegridironas he 
is on the mat. 

Wellsisagoodexampleofatrue 
athlete. “I disagree with guys like 
Moretti, Bockwinkel, Blackwell, 
and The Sheik who break the 
rules,’ Wells said in a recent inter- 
view. “| believe in being a good 
sport about things, and setting 
good examples for other athletes, 
particularly the younger ones. And 
breaking rules isn’t the solution in. 
any professional contact 
sport.”... 


Rts Masked Mighty Yankee is 
planning a West Coast debut this 
summer. The 6-9, 304-pounder 
wears a red mask and long red 


tights while in the ring. Why the 
mask? At this point we don’t know 
the answer, but he’s one of the big- 
gest wrestlers around, and certain- 
ly one of the tallest. He, like the 
vast majority of masked wrestlers, 
loves breaking the rules and injur- 
ing opponents whenever possible. 

His identity remains undeter- 
mined, although writers and other 
wrestlers have attempted to find 
out just who he is. There are few 
wrestlers in the area as tall as he 
and with the same build. Possibly, 
he is from another country, but it’s 
obvious that he has plenty of ex- 
perience in the ring. To date, he’s 
undefeated and he promised to ar- 
rive on the West Coast with a 
bang.... 

Woody Farmer, apro wrestler for 
17 years, recently opened a train- 
ing schoo! for newcomers to the 
wrestling game. Anyone over 18 
years of age can now join his 
school, located in Hayward, Calif., 
about 25 miles from San Fran- 
cisco. He teaches the various 
holds, how to escape them, howto 
best protect yourself, and how the 
successful wrestlers train and 
work out. He plans on breaking in 
several newcomers to the wres- 
tling game and eventually in- 
troducing them to loca! promoters 
so that they can turn pro.... 


Andre the Giant has a ticket to stardom, and not just on the mats. 


Rocky Sorter, a youngster from 
Miami,Fla., who has long, blond 
hair, is after the California State 
Championship currently on the 
waist of popular Ron Starr. At 21, 
Sorter would be one of the 
youngest athletes to win the title 
and Starr isn’t about to give up his 
possession of the belt. 

Sorteris aroughneck onthe mat 
and his sights are set on only one 
thing—the coveted crown. Time 
will tell whether or not the good 
looking athlete can capture the 
crown or not. Itll take a lot of 
strength and knowledge to defeat 
Starr.... * 
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HIRING MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE TO WORK 
ON UNITED WAY WOULD 
NOT BE EFFICIENT. 


GETTING THEM TO WORK 
FOR NOTHING IS. 

The big reason why United 
Way can do so much for so many 
is that a lot of big-hearted 
Americans contribute countless 
millions of hours every year. 

Free of charge. Volunteers 
do everything from collecting 
money to deciding how it will be 
used in their local communities. 

So administrative costs are 
low, and more can be spent on 
needed services. 

And that’s how 
United Way works. 

And why. Le, 
Thanks to you, it 
works. for alloFus. United Way 
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The incredible “Hulk” meets the inevitable Rock: Hogan finds he 
can’t cheat on his screen test, in a scene from Rocky Ill. 
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